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MDMR considering multiple sites for oyster aquaculture 

 

BILOXI, Miss. – The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is considering multiple 
sites for off-bottom oyster aquaculture in order to reach the goal of producing 1 million 
sacks a year by 2025. 

Executive Director Jamie Miller said one site was in Harrison County in the Bay of St. 
Louis. However, after listening to residents’ concerns he decided to look at other places 
in the Mississippi Sound. 

“We have identified several places where we believe oyster aquaculture will work, and 
one of those was ‘between the bridges’ in the Bay of St. Louis,” Miller said. “However, 
after having a public hearing and meeting with some residents, we have decided not to 
pursue this site.” 

Off-bottom oyster farming is the culture of oysters in a mesh container, such as a 
basket, bag or cage. These containers are placed above the sea floor to grow oysters. 

Oyster aquaculture can only be done in certain areas, Miller said. Agency officials have 
to consider such factors as water quality, salinity and accessibility. 

Gov. Phil Bryant formed the Governor’s Oyster Council on Restoration and Resiliency in 
February 2015. The three committees met until June of that year and made 
recommendations for increasing oyster production to revive an industry that was 
decimated by Hurricane Katrina, the BP Oil Spill and the opening of the Bonnet Carre 
Spillway. 

“Most coastal states have aquaculture programs, including our neighbors in the Gulf - 
Alabama, Louisiana and Florida,” Miller said. “We believe it can be successful in 
Mississippi also.” 
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The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting 
and conserving marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust 
wetlands, adjacent uplands and waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial, 
recreational, educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with 
environmental concerns and social changes. Visit the DMR online at dmr.ms.gov. 

 


