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Employment Updates

 12.01.18 - Andrew Heaton - GBNERR Resource Specialist
 12.01.18 - Cassy Porter - GBNERR Resource Specialist 
 12.12.18 - McKenna Coons - GBNERR Contractor



Contracts and Procurements Update
Advertised 
Procurements

Office Requesting Procurement Method Estimated Amount  Term (Approximately)
Commodity/Service 
Description Board Approval Funding Source

Marine Fisheries Request for Applications $            21,702.24 01.15.2019 - 06.30.2019 Finfish Contract Worker OPSCR Staff Approval 100% NFWF

Property Management Request for Applications $            31,083.94 01.15.2019 - 06.30.2019
Marine Mechanic 
Contract Worker OPSCR Staff Approval 100% State Funded 



























Administrative Penalty Procedures
Chapter 21

Paragraph 105



Current Language
The Commission may revoke regulatory 

program requirements, such as, but not 
limited to, endorsements, tags, permits, or 
similar provisions for violations related to 
that particular program.



Proposed Language
 The Commission may suspend or revoke regulatory 

program requirements, such as, but not limited to, 
endorsements, tags, permits, or similar provisions for 
violations related to that particular program.  For 1st

offenses the Commission may suspend a license for up to 3 
months, for 2nd offenses the Commission may suspend a 
license for up to 6 months and for 3rd offenses the 
Commission may revoke the license or suspend a license for 
up to 2 years. The suspensions may be scheduled for a time 
period coinciding with the particular fishing season in 
which the offense is related.



Joe Jewell
January 15, 2019

D.3.



WHEREAS, the Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources is a duly constituted governmental entity, created to serve the Great
State of Mississippi; and

WHEREAS, said service includes the management and enforcement of any matters pertaining to Mississippi’s saltwater aquatic life 
and marine resources; and

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources acknowledges contribution to the betterment of the fisheries of the 
Gulf of Mexico through significant biological, industrial, legislative, enforcement or administrative activities; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Ernie Zimmerman served on the Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources from 2013 to 2016, as the 
recreational fishing representative, and contributed to the wise management of Mississippi’s marine resources;

Whereas, Mr. Ernie Zimmerman passed away on July 18, 2016.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, in a duly constituted and assembled meeting, that the Mississippi Commission on Marine 
Resources does hereby resolve to rename the Jailhouse Key to the Ernie Zimmerman Key.

DONE AND RESOLVED, in this duly constituted and assembled meeting, on this the 15th day of January 2019.

Commission on Marine Resources
Resolution No. 011519-01



MISSISSIPPI COMMISSION ON MARINE RESOURCES

_____________________________ _____________________________
Steve Bosarge, Chairman Mark Havard, Vice Chairman

______________________________ _____________________________
Richard Gollott, Commissioner Ronnie Daniels, Commissioner

_____________________________
Natalie Guess, Commissioner

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES

_____________________________
Joe Spraggins, Executive Director



Ernie Zimmerman Key (Previously known as Jailhouse Key)



Required:
A motion to proceed with adoption of renaming the Jailhouse 
Key to the Ernie Zimmerman Key.



Keith Davis
Chief of Law Enforcement



Annual Report



Accomplishments
 Success of the Tails N’ Scales Program through persistent 

enforcement presence and effort
 Increase patrols on piers and harbors through a directive patrol 

initiative
 Marine Patrol officers were instrumental in saving numerous lives 

on the water
 Major reduction in boating accidents and water related deaths
 Increased Boat and Water Safety Certifications by 100% from last 

year



Enforcement Efforts



46957

34823

2016
82,633 licenses sold

Licenses Sold Enforcement Stops Citations

853 = .01%



47464

29596

2017
77,774 licenses sold

Licenses Sold Enforcement Stops Citations

714 =.009% 



53322

28931

2018
80,996 licenses sold

Licenses Sold Enforcement Stops Citations

681 = .008%
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Priorities for 2019
1. Implement a 2019 Marine Litter Campaign focusing on reducing marine 

debris in the Mississippi Sound
2. Increase enforcement presence to reduce the amount of recreationally 

harvested seafood introduced to restaurants and commercial markets
3. Increase Public Safety Measures on the Mississippi Gulf Coast by 

participating in the Homeland Security Port Security Agreement and 
increasing officer presence in the Port of Gulfport and the Port of 
Pascagoula

4. Implement a Records Management System (RMS) that will allow 
Marine Patrol to properly record all law enforcement activity 
electronically and enhance the ability to begin the process of 
accreditation



Marine Litter 
Campaign





Why?
 Marine litter poses a significant threat to oceans and 

estuaries
 Several regional partners are conducting Marine Litter 

education and awareness campaigns
 Marine Patrol has noted an increase in Marine Litter 

citations
 Gain voluntary compliance





Marine Mammals and Turtles



Marine Sanitation Devices

 Required on all vessels 
engaged in oyster harvest 
or transportation

 Discharge prohibited in 
the territorial marine 
waters of the State of 
Mississippi



Fleet Updates



Old Decals



New Decals







Mississippi Department of Marine Resources 
FY2020 Tidelands Trust Fund 

Legislative Forum



Any funds derived from lease rentals of tidelands and submerged lands, except  those funds derived from mineral leases, or 
funds previously specifically designated to be applied to other agencies, shall be transferred to the special fund. However, 
funds derived from lease rentals may be used to cover the administrative cost incurred by the Secretary of State. Any remaining 
funds derived from lease rentals shall be disbursed pro rata to the local taxing authorities for the replacement of lost ad valorem 
taxes, if any.  Then, any remaining funds shall be disbursed to the commission for new and extra programs of tidelands 
management, such as conservation, reclamation, preservation acquisition, education, or the enhancement of public access to the 
public trust tidelands or public improvement projects as they relate to those lands.

CONSERVATION RECLAMATION PRESERVATION ACQUISITION EDUCATION PUBLIC ACCESS

PUBLIC TRUST TIDELANDS PROGRAM
MS Code 29-15-9

Tideland Management Public Access



Tidelands Funding History
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Date Description
May 31, 2019 Request for Proposals
July 1, 2019 Deadline for Proposals
July - Aug 2019 Compliance Review
September - October 2019 Merit Review
November 2019 Recommendations and CMR Approval of Ranked 

Proposals

December 2019 Legislative Forum
January 2020 Projects/Report to Legislature
April 2020 FY2019 Appropriations
November 2020 Check from SOS Office
November - December 2020 Projects Awarded



Tidelands Trust Fund 
FY2020 Proposal Results

13 Miscellaneous
$2,627,410

16 Submitted by Counties
$4,708,930

28 Submitted by Cities
$17,393,391

57 PUBLIC ACCESS
$24,729,731

10 Miscellaneous
$1,585,505

38 Submitted by Universities
$7,929,958

26 Submitted by MDMR
$4,709,299

74 TIDELANDS MANAGEMENT
$14,224,762

131 APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
$38,954,493

Appropriated for FY2019: $10,000,000



FY2020 Tidelands Trust Fund Project Proposal  
Breakdown 

by City – Public Access
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FY2020 Tidelands Public Access Proposals 

by County Board of Supervisors

Hancock
Harrison
Jackson

10 Harrison County 
BOS

Projects
$2,837,080

3 Hancock County 
BOS

Projects
$1,200,000

3 Jackson 
County

BOS
Projects

$671,850

Total Number of Proposals Received: 16 at $ 4,708.930



FY2020 Tidelands Public Access Proposals
by MISC Projects

13 MISC - $ 2,627,410

Projects Requested Funding
•Alcorn State University $   89,100
•Infinity Science Center $ 241,000
•Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal Plain $   68,000
•Lynn Meadows Discovery Center $ 407,310
•Maritime & Seafood Industry Museum (2) $ 150,000
•MDMR $   80,000
•Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College (2) $ 685,000
•MS Wildlife Federation $   50,000
•MS Maritime Museum $   67,000
•Ocean Springs High School $ 290,000
•USM $ 500,000

*Total Number of MISC Public Access projects (15) $ 2,627,410



FY2020 Tidelands Management Proposals 

Distribution of Managed Proposals

MDMR
University
MISC

10 MISC 
Projects 
$1,585,505

26 MDMR
$4,709,299

38 University 
Projects

$7,929,958

Total Number of Proposals Received: 74 at $14,224,762



Agency Financial Results

as of December 31, 2018

Commission on Marine Resources
January 15, 2019

Commission on Marine ResourcesJanuary 15, 2019 1



Key Metrics: 
State Revenue of $4.2M

Agency Revenue of $17.4M

State Net Income of $958K

Agency Net Income of $7.3M

2January 15, 2019



Financial Budget Comparison
 After six months of Fiscal Year 2019:

 Operating Funds have 82.1% of Budget remaining
 Tidelands Trust Fund has 69.3% of Budget remaining

January 15, 2019 3



Trevor Moncrief
January 15, 2019

K.1.



Background
 In the past year, CMR has inquired about the viability of 

using an electronic reporting program to monitor Spotted 
Seatrout recreational landings in Mississippi waters. 

 This survey can provide a better estimate of recreational 
fishing effort for spotted seatrout along with other targeted 
species of priority.

 This presentation will give an overall outline of a simple 
electronic reporting system to monitor the recreational 
charter for-hire inshore fishery.



For-Hire Electronic Logbook
 Simple app for tablet or phone built in-house to record 

information on targeted species (species of priority)
 Base information collection

 Number of fish caught
 Number of anglers
 Hours fished
 Landing site



Additional Options for Consideration
 Hail in/Hail out procedure
 Area fish harvested (by species or for Spotted Seatrout only
 Economic variables (gas, bait, etc.)
 Passenger demographics (age, distance traveled, etc.)
 Additional options



For-Hire Electronic Logbook
 Species of Priority

 Spotted Seatrout
 Red Drum
 Black Drum
 Flounder
 Sheepshead
 Tripletail 
 Sand Seatrout (White Trout)
 Kingfish (Ground Mullet)
 Any additional species (Sharks 

etc.)



Questions?



Trevor Moncrief
January 15, 2019

K.2.



Background
 At the December 2018 CMR meeting the following motion was 

made regarding state and federal compliance:
 Motion: Come back with information regarding all species that the 

state does not currently follow federal guidelines. 
 This presentation will outline the current differences between 

state and federal regulation in regards to Mississippi’s fisheries.



State Water Designation
 The territorial line for state and federal waters is 3 miles south of 

the barrier islands and follows the curvature of the islands.
 This line does not include reef fish (9 nautical miles south) and 

Red Snapper (200 nautical miles south under the current EFP).



Commercial 
State Federal

Spanish Mackerel 14” 12”

Cobia* No Take 2pp-33”FL

Red Drum 60,000 lbs. annually No Take

Hogfish 12” 14”

*Designated as Gamefish per State Statute 49-15-76



Recreational
State Federal

Red Drum 3pp-18”- 30” (1 over 30”) No Take

Vermilion Snapper 20 in aggregate 10pp (within 20 reef fish aggregate)

Red Grouper 4 in aggregate 2pp

Hogfish 12” 14”

Spanish Mackerel No min. size limit 12”

Swordfish No Regulations 47” Lower jaw fork length (LJFL)



Sharks**

State Federal*

Small Coastals 25”TL-4pp 54”FL-1pv

Large Coastals/Pelagics 37”TL-1pp/3pv 54”FL-1pv

*Must possess shark endorsement on HMS permit
** Commercial shark harvest regulated by federal quota 



Additional federal shark regulations



Questions ?



Matt Hill
January 15, 2019

K.3.



Overview
 The following motion was made in the December CMR 

meeting regarding nets.
 Motion: No new nets can be introduced into the fishery.

 This presentation will outline the specific changes to Title 22 
Part 5 regarding this motion.



Title 22 Part 5 Chapter 4
Commercial Net Closure Areas and Gear Size Restrictions

101 On and after April 1, 2019, no nets that are undefined in 
sections of this part or any other MCMR part shall be allowed 
for use within the fishery. Any net that has not been approved 
by the MCMR by the March 18, 2019 MCMR meeting must 
be approved and defined by the MCMR prior to use within 
the fishery.    



Required:
A motion to proceed with a Notice of Intent for regulatory 
changes to Title 22 Part 5 Chapter 4 Section 101 regarding 
the entry of new nets within the fishery



K.4.

Matt Hill
January 15, 2019



Background
 In the past year, CMR has inquired about the viability of 

managing recreational Spotted Seatrout landings in 
Mississippi waters through the use of a TAC (Total 
Allowable Catch).  

 This presentation will outline the potential use of a TAC 
for the Spotted Seatrout fishery.



Total Allowable Catch 
 Abbreviated as TAC, Total Allowable Catch is a tool used 

to establish maximum fishing limits during a certain 
timeframe for individually managed species.

 The TAC can be used interchangeably with Annual 
Catch Limit (ACL) if the timeframe is yearly. 



Statutes Regarding the Establishment of TACs
State Statute 49-15-2
Any fishery management plan, and any regulation promulgated to implement that plan or promulgated under the state seafood laws, shall 
be consistent with the following standards for fishery conservation and management:
(a) Conservation and management measures shall be based upon the best scientific information available;
(b) If it becomes necessary to allocate or assign fishing privileges among various fishermen, that allocation shall be (i) fair and equitable to 
those fishermen, (ii) reasonably calculated to promote conservation, and (iii) carried out in a manner that no particular individual, 
corporation or other entity acquires an excessive share of the privileges;
(c) Conservation and management measures shall, where practicable, consider efficiency in the utilization of fishery resources, but no 
measure shall have economic allocation as its sole purpose;
(d) Conservation and management measures shall take into account and allow for variations among, and contingencies in, fisheries, fishery 
resources, and catches;
(e) Conservation and management measures shall, where practicable, minimize costs and avoid unnecessary duplication;
(f) Conservation and management measures shall, consistent with the conservation requirements of this state (including the prevention of 
overfishing and rebuilding of overfished stocks), take into account the importance of fishery resources to fishing communities in order to 
(i) provide for the sustained participation of the communities, and (ii) to the extent practicable, minimize adverse economic impacts on 
those communities;
(g) Conservation and management measures shall, to the extent practicable, (i) minimize bycatch, and (ii) to the extent bycatch cannot be 
avoided, minimize the mortality of that bycatch; and
(h) Conservation and management measures shall, to the extent practicable, promote the safety of human life at sea.



State Regulation Regarding the Establishment of TACs

Title 22 Part 5 Chapter 7 - MCMR May Adopt Total Allowable Catch (TAC) For Seafood 
100 
The MCMR, in accordance with the provisions of a duly adopted Commission Management 
Plan, published and filed with the Secretary of State; or in accordance with a management 
plan developed by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council and approved by the 
United States Secretary of Commerce; may establish annual Total Allowable Catch (TAC) rates 
for commercial and recreational fishermen. Said catch rates may apply to red drum, spotted 
seatrout, mullet, brown shrimp, white shrimp, blue crabs, or any other species of fish or 
shellfish which the MCMR deems necessary or advisable. Furthermore, the MCMR may close a 
fishery or disallow the taking of any particular species of fish or shellfish by commercial 
fishermen, recreational fishermen or both commercial and recreational fishermen in response 
to catches meeting or exceeding a TAC established by order of the MCMR. It shall be unlawful 
for any person, firm, or corporation to violate any of the provisions of such management plans 
as approved by the MCMR or to exceed the TAC levels which may be established annually for 
any species of fish or shellfish. 



TAC Calculation
 Based on multi-year averages 

of historical landings through 
MRIP

 Both the FES and APAIS 
calibrated numbers were 
used for this calculation

 Post 2017- APAIS calibrations 
will only be available through 
back-calibrations from FES

 Average landings were 
converted to daily harvest 
metrics

 Projections will be made 
based on daily catch rates 
from previous year 



Recreational Spotted Seatrout Harvest Averages
FES Estimates

Year Combined Recreational Harvest

2008 2,176,031

2009 2,905,320

2010 2,250,514

2011 2,294,758

2012 1,839,391

2013 2,244,643

2014 1,535,624

2015 2,869,641

2016 5,246,131

2017 2,562,344

10 year average 2,592,440

5 year average 2,891,677

3 year average 3,559,372

APAIS Estimates
Year Combined Recreational Harvest

2008 840,013

2009 1,464,151

2010 896,121

2011 1,228,122

2012 1,036,328

2013 1,199,387

2014 556,975

2015 1,345,644

2016 2,122,569
2017 725,520

10 Year Average 1,141,483

5 year average 1,190,019

3 year average 1,397,911

Source - https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/recreational-fisheries/data-and-documentation/queries/index

https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/recreational-fisheries/data-and-documentation/queries/index


Catch Rates and Season Projection

 2017 Case Example
 5 year average – 1,190,019 lbs.
 5 year average daily catch rate –

3,260 lbs./day

 Using 2016 daily catch rates to 
project 2017 season
 Harvest – 2,122,569 lbs.
 Daily catch rate – 5,815.3 lbs./day

 Season Projection – 204 days

 2017 Case Example
 5 year average – 2,891,677 lbs.
 5 year average daily catch rate –

7,922 lbs./day

 Using 2016 daily catch rates to 
project 2017 season
 Harvest – 5,246,131 lbs.
 Daily catch rate – 14,373 lbs./day 

 Season Projection – 201 days

APAIS Calibrated Harvest FES Calibrated Harvest



Questions?



Rick Burris
January 15, 2019

K.5.



Background
 At the December 2018 CMR meeting the following motion 

was made regarding the 2019 Derelict Crab Trap Cleanup:
 Motion: Approval to establish a closed season for the use of 

crab traps in the public waters of this state for the purpose of 
conducting a derelict crab trap clean-up from February 7-16, 
2019. 



Closure Dates and Cleanup Logistical Options 

• Potential Date Changes
• February 14 – 23
• February 21 – March 2
• February 28 – March 8
• Additional options

• Re-Establishment of Closure area(s) 
• 1/2 mile from the main shoreline
• 100 foot from the main shore line
• Additional options



Required
K.5. Motion:

Grant Petition for Reconsideration

Approval to establish a closed season for 
the use of crab traps within ½ mile of the 
main shoreline for the purpose of 
conducting a derelict crab trap clean-up 
from February 7-16, 2019. 







K.6.



Background

June 19th the CMR made a motion to accept staff ’s proposed 
regulatory changes and bring the changes forward in July for 
notice of intent. The notice of intent motion failed in July. This 
presentation is intended for informational purposes only.



Individuals using a gill net, trammel net, or haul seine to commercially harvest 
finfish must possess a finfish net endorsement ($10.00) in addition to a current 
applicable harvester’s license. To qualify for this endorsement an application must 
be completed. For the 2019 fishing season the fisher must present documentation 
that a minimum of thirty-five (35) percent of their earned income came from 
commercial harvest of finfish in a previous tax year between 2013-2018. 
Documentation shall be a copy of the appropriate filed IRS tax form showing the 
applicant’s earned income for one of those years. A Marine Fisheries Trip Ticket 
officer will then run a sales summary for the year chosen using trip tickets to 
determine if the eligibility requirement has been met. This endorsement will be 
valid for a one-year period at which time a new application with qualifying 
documents for the previous tax year shall be submitted for a new endorsement. 
The endorsement will be valid from January 1st – December 31st each year.

Title 22 Part 5
Chapter 04 Commercial Net Closure and Gear Size Restrictions

Section 101 Subsection 101.11



Individuals qualifying for the finfish net endorsement must 
have nets inspected and tagged on an annual basis. The tags 
associated with each net will be valid from January 1st –
December 31st each year.

Title 22 Part 5
Chapter 04 Commercial Net Closure and Gear Size Restrictions

Section 101 Subsection 101.12
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