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MCMR Passes Resolution Opposing Louisiana’s Move to Extend Its Waters
BILOXI, Miss. – At a special meeting of the MCMR held on July 2, 2012, the Mississippi Commission on
Marine Resources (MCMR) unanimously passed a resolution opposing Louisiana’s move to extend its
state water boundaries gulfward into federal waters.
The approved resolution has been submitted to the Mississippi Attorney General’s Office.
The resolution states that: the MCMR is opposed to and does not recognize the extension of the
gulfward boundary of the State of Louisiana. The action of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission implementing Act No. 336 (which extends the boundary and regulations of the State of
Louisiana 10.357 miles into the Gulf of Mexico) is in direct violation of its own legislation. The
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources’ Marine Patrol is directed to continue enforcing federal
regulations in the new and extended area described in Act 336 until directed to do otherwise by
the Office of Law Enforcement for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The
MCMR urges the Mississippi Attorney General’s Office to take whatever actions deemed necessary
to ensure that the State of Mississippi and its citizens are not adversely impacted by the
unilateral and unlawful action of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.
Louisiana’s proposed boundary extends into and encroaches upon federal waters adjacent to the
Mississippi‐Louisiana marine boundary and is a violation of federal law. Only Congress or the courts
can provide federal waters to a state. Mississippi and Louisiana state waters currently extend 3 miles
out from the barrier islands.
The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting and conserving
marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust wetlands, adjacent uplands and
waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial, recreational, educational and economic uses
of these resources consistent with environmental concerns and social changes. Visit the DMR online at
www.dmr.ms.gov.
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