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COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Good morning everyone. 1
would Tike to welcome everybody to our October meeting,
our regular meeting.

The first thing we're going to do is have the
Pledge of Allegiance, and we will ask Jamie Miller to lead
us in the pledge.

(whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: MNext we will do the oath
of office for our new Commissioner, Jolynne Trapani.

(whereupon, oath of office was administered.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Now we will have the
approval of the minutes for September the 20", or any
modifications.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I make a motion to
approve the minutes of the September 20 meeting.

COMMISSIONER HAVARD: Mr, Chairman, I'11 second
that motion.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: We have a motion and a
second.

A1l those in favor say aye.

(A11 in favor.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Opposed?

(None opposed.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Motion carries.
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Now we need approval of the minutes for
September the 30,

Any modifications, or a motion?

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: So moved, Mr. Chairman.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: we have a motion.

Do we have a second?

COMMISSTONER HARMON: 1'11 second that, Mr,
Chairman.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: We have a motion and a
second.

ATl those in favor say aye.

(A1l in favor.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Opposed?

(None opposed.)

COMMISSTONER GOLLOTT: Motion carries.

Next we have approval of the agenda, or any
modifications thereof.

Do we have a motion, or a modification?

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I move we approve the
agenda as is.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: We have a motion.

0o we have a second?

COMMISSIONER HAVARD: 1'11 second that.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: we have a motion and a
second.
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A1l those in favor say ave.

(A1l din favor.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Opposed?

(None opposed.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Motion carries.

Next we have the Executive Director's report.

JAMIE MILLER: Thank you, Chairman.

I do not have a report, but we had received
several requests for public comment. I would like to
recognize two of those who have requested to comment
during my Executive Director's report.

First will be Steve Shepard.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Mr. Shepard, please state
your name, and I will just remind everyone they have three
minutes.

STEVE SHEPARD: I think I can be brief. Thank
you for giving me this opportunity. My name is Steve
shepard, Gulf Coast Group Chair of the Sierra Club.

I would Tike to welcome Ms. Trapani as our
nonprofit environmental group representative and T hope,
sometime in the near future, we will be able to talk, but
I do want to speak briefly about the process.

I think, in the beginning, I was raising
questions because I was so caught by surprise by this

nomination.
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I know there is a newspaper article that just
came out where it suggested that I was against her. T
never was against her, but I was questioning her, and I
apologize for that mistake on my part. I'm not saying the
article wasn't accurate, but it did look bad, and T'm
sorry because I didn’t mean that.

I do very much dislike the process. I very much
dislike that Ms, Trapani is supposed to represent
environmental groups and we never heard a word about her.
The senators all know her, now. The governor, of course,
knew her. Jamie Miller knew her. The DMR got to meet
her, and no one said, hey, maybe we'll give a ring to a
couple of the environmental groups like that Sierra Club
that has two thousand members in this state, or maybe Gulf
Restoration Network, and we will let them know what is
going on,

It's not Tike we are going to change the
decision. It's clear that the decision is made. So it
wasn't Tike, tell them and somehow they will stop it. we
weren't going to stop it.

well, we sure feel left out. we were the Jast
people to find out, and I would love it if, in the future,
that didn't happen.

I have had a Tong history with people chosen for

this Commission and, to my recollection, I always heard in
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advance of when it actually happened, regardless of the
member. we always said, well, they are going between
these two, and they have picked that one.

I just am shocked at how secretive this was. 1
really hope in the future -- perhaps it is ultimately with
the governor, but I was thinking that maybe once all of
you were informed, that you might make the phone call and
say, all right, we're looking at such and such, just to
Tet you know because you're not really going to have a say
in it.

Thank you very much. That's really what I
wanted to say.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Mr. Shepard, let me say
it ultimately does rest with the governor's office. 1
didn't know until two days ago myself, and I don't think
any of the rest of the commission did. It is strictly the
governor's call,

STEVE SHEPARD: I kind of wish some of those
senators might have given me a ring. I think one of them
represents me. They heard earlier.

Do you suppose he went to the senators and said,
now, keep this completely quiet?

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: I don't think so.

STEVE SHEPARD: Anyway, thank you.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Thank you.
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JAMIE MILLER: Thank you, Mr. Shepard.

Sharon Hayes.

SHARON HAYES: Good morning. 1I'm sharon Hayes,
Director of the group Restore Mississippi Sound. I'm also
retired from the u.s. Environmental Protection Agency in
washington, D.C., a water expert, and I teach Economics at
USM on the Gulf Coast.

My group is dedicated to improving water quality
in the Sound using the BP settlement money, and I'm hoping
that people can understand the importance of improving
water quality, not only to us who love the water and want
to be in it, but to our healthy aquatic life, the jobs
that depend on them, and the revenues that come from here
in Coastal Mississippi.

I have no quarrel at all with Ms. Trapani. She
is obviously a very successful business woman and will be
a valuable addition to the Commission and any other
position, but her lack of science, or policy, background
on water issues make me wonder if she can represent the
interests of me and my group.

The ties to business, local business, also make
me wonder if an issue should come up, an environmental
improvement issue, that is somewhat unfavorable to
business how she might vote.

The bigger issue, as with Steve, is the process
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and the lack of public transparency in that process, and
these are only words, if they are not practiced.

As he said, we just learned of her appointment,
and the fact that 1, or any of my colleagues in the
environmental community, had heard about her befaore
saturday, along with the speed with which she is sworn in,
without having been approved by the senate which I
understand is actually the way it goes maybe, but it makes
me wonder why the hurry.

I am a person that believes in noble intentions
on the part of people, until I am proved wrong, and I want
to congratulate Ms. Trapani on her appointment and look
forward to working with you and helping in any way I can.
Thank you.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Thank you, ma'am.

COMMISSIONER TRAPANI: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: I don't think there is
anyone else.

Next on the agenda is Keith pawis. I guess
we'll let Rusty Pittman take his place.

RUSTY PITTMAN: Good morning Mr. Chairman,
Commissioners, Director Miller, Mr. Morrison.

Marine Patrol would like to welcome Commissioner
Trapani aboard. we look forward to working with vou in

the future.
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COMMISSIONER TRAPANI: Thank you.

RUSTY PITTMAN: You have the report in front of
you. On page two, there were a few violations for
recreational fish being kept on a shrimp boat, again.

I know Commissioner Bosarge asked about that
last time. Of course, no recreational license and no
commercial license. The same thing.

According to the report, we had one Spotted
Seatrout undersized citation. we actually had four, if
I'm not mistaken. Three more didn't make it on here.
That brings our total this year, from July the 1** through
the end of September, to twenty-five. Last year, we had a
total of fifty for the whole year. Wwe have had an
increase in undersized Spotted Seatrout citations.

On page four, we had one boating accident with
injuries. It happened at night where a boat hit the Bay
St. Louis bridge and two people onboard received minor
injuries. we also had one boating accident without
injuries.

If y’all have any questions, T will be glad to
try to answer them.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: It looks like it's pretty
Tight on these oyster violations. I was just noticing
that.

RUSTY PITTMAN: Yes, sir.
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COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Are the people doing a
lot better this year?

RUSTY PITTMAN: They are. They really are. The
size, the culling and no problem with it. we've had a
couple with the failure to check out, coming in late, but,

otherwise than that, dredge size and cull size has been

okay.
COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Thank you, Rusty.
RUSTY PITTMAN: Thank you.
COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Next up is Mr. Joe
Jewell.

JOE JEWELL: Good morning Commissioners. I
would Tike to acknowledge the Commission on Marine
Resources, our Chairman and counselor Morrison.

I would like to acknowledge Ms. Trapani as our
newest Commissioner, as she takes office. 0On our long
distinguished Commission on Marine Resources, Ms. Trapani
is our first female Commissioner and I would Tike to
acknowledge that and acknowledge her tenure here on the
Commission. welcome aboard.

COMMISSIONER TRAPANI: Thank you.

JOE JEWELL: we have four items for
consideration before the Commission this morning. First
up is an update on the Red Snapper season. Ms, Carly

somerset of the Marine Fisheries staff will be giving that

Lucille Morgan, CSR 1251
COURT REPORTER
{228) 2%&-8788

October 18, 2016

presentation,

CARLY SOMERSET: Good morning Commissioners,
Director Miller, Mr. Morrison.

I will give you a brief update on our
Recreational Red Snapper Season this year and a little
update on our Tails n' Scales program as well.

The Federal Season this year ran from June 1™ to
June 11" for all private recreational anglers, and our
Federal For-Hire fleet fished from June 1% to July 16™,
and our State Season ran from May 27" to september 5%,

sriefly, the purpose of our Tails n' scales
electronic reporting program actually began as a voluntary
program in 2014, and, in 2015, Mississippi Regulations
mandated that Red Snapper harvest must be reported by all
recreational anglers. we accomplished this task by
creating the Tails n' Scales electronic reporting program.

Anglers targeting Red Snapper have to acquire a
trip authorization number, prior to fishing for them, as
well as report trip information after the trip has been
completed.

The reporting program was implemented in 2015
and we make sure that every angler can acquire a trip
number twenty-four hours a day seven days a week through
several different methods.

This is just a flow chart showing the process
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Anglers can report using our free app which is available
on iPhone and Android, and we also have a web portal,
tailsnscales.org, and, then, we have a one eight four four
number that is available twenty-four seven throughout the
season.

Then, from there, the data is available to
anglers so that they can see their own personal catch
history, and DMR staff has unrestricted access to the
entire data base and Marine patrol, for enforcemant
purposes, is able to see daily trips and registration
numbers.

Then, the reported data goes through a very
thorough validation process. A portion of the anglers are
intercepted dockside by DMR staff. This is similar to the
MRIP surveys, and we gather biological data, as well as
validate angler harvest and report information, and, then,
staff also calls a portion of the anglers to verify trip
information, as well as close out any remaining expired
trips.

Then, reported results are adjusted and standard
error is calculated to account for any reporting bias that
may come up so that we can have a good conservative
estimate at the end of the season.

For the 2016 season, we followed the same

protocols as we did for our 2015 season, but we did have
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some updates to the system,

we added an email verification for all users in
the Tails n' scales system. We also archived all the 2015
data so that was available to anglers to look up their own
catch history, any trips they made, and, then, we also
added a discard. This year, all anglers, at the end of
their trip, have to report the number of Red Snapper they
released.

Some examples of our validation process. As I
mentioned earlier, similar to MRIP's design, we have
dockside interviews, and we did this specifically for
Tails n' Scales, in addition to the MRIP surveys that
captured Red Snapper anglers.

we did at-sea observations by boat and airplane,
enforcement reports by our Marine Patrol, we had trailer
counts at selected docks, email messaging, and, then, the
phane interviews to close out any expired trips that
weren't completed by the anglers. At the end of the
season, all reported trips are accounted for.

This graph shows the comparison of the 2016 MRIP
landings versus the Tails n' scales landings. This is for
the Federal season. Both of these estimates are
preliminary, so I could only compare the private landings
during the Federal Season because MRIP currently only has

preliminary estimates through the May-June wave. That
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does not include the entire for-hire fishing season.

Tails n' scales does have the ability to track
harvest in a realtime manner so we can estimate the pounds
to the end of the season in a fairly quick turnaround
time.

Also, you can see that the MRIP landings are
quite different than our Tails n' Scales estimates. MRIP
estimated about a hundred and sixty thousand pounds. This
is just for the private recreational season. Tails n'
Scales estimated approximately sixty thousand pounds
landed by private anglers and about eight thousand by our
Federal For-Hire Fleet,

These are the preliminary results, Federal and
State, from Tails n’ Scales for 2016. These are adjusted
values, using our 2015 correction factors. You can see
that the total harvest for 2016 was a Tittle over a
hundred and seven thousand pounds. Number of fish
harvested was over sixteen thousand. The average weight
was a little over six pounds and the average length close
to twenty-two inches. oOver three thousand trips were
completed. The effort was three point eight six anglers
per vessel per trip. Our harvest was one point four fish
per angler per trip.

The important points I want to make here,

comparing this, you can see our 2015 results on the right
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Our overall effort, harvest were pretty similar, but we
have seen an increase in the number of Snapper trips taken
this year. Every time I go in the system, I can see that
our angler universe has increased from last year quite a
bit.

From 2015 to 2016, the average weight and length
also increased. In Mississippi, for the last two years, I
think this shows that we have a strong stable recreational
fishery for snapper.

we have been really excited about our Tails n'
Scales program. I think it has progressed really well,
and it is a really valuable tool for us. we are able to
look at seasonal trends. within the database, we can
split by user group, by season, weekday, weekend. It is
also good for effort analyses.

Years of data will be useful for stock
assessments, effort, landings, angler universe changes,
biological data.

Like I said earlier, it is also great for
realtime management because we can see who is out every
day, and it is useful for safety as well because we know
who has left on certain days and when they plan to return.

We are able to monitor our Red Snapper resource,
by providing accurate landings, and it helps us understand

our universe of anglers and user groups better each year,
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In June, we met with representatives from
Alabama, NDAA, and we had three external consultants for
our Tails n' Scales certification process, and we
presented our validations and estimators to the
consultants for their review.

The meeting went really well. we received
positive feedback on the methods we used in 2015, and they
suggested changes to update estimators. we look forward
to continuing that process.

I will be happy to answer any guestions.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I have one question.

If you could go back a couple of slides where
you actually show the primary Tails n' Scales adjusted
results?

when you talk about 2016, a hundred and two
days, is that Federal and State seasons combined?

CARLY SOMERSET: Yes, sir, everything.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Do you have a breakout of
what was caught during Federal season and what was caught
during State season, just out of curiosity?

CARLY SOMERSET: Number of pounds harvested?

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Correct. Yes.

CARLY SOMERSET: I can get that to you. I can
break it up. we are still working on getting our expired

trips closed out because I want everything in the system,
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since the season just closed. As soon as everything is
completed, I can certainly get that for you.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: It looks like the system
is getting better. As we are getting a larger universe of
anglers, more people are reporting in.

CARLY SOMERSET: It is.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: That's good. Thank you.

CARLY SOMERSET: Thank you.

JOE JEWELL: Thank you, Carly.

I want to make a correction for the record. Ms.
Trapani is our second female Commissioner. I'm showing my
age. Ms. Edna Boone was our first Commissioner. That was
almost twenty years ago. 1I'm clearly showing my age, at
this point.

Next up for the Commission is consideration of
final adoption of Title 22 part 13, updated regulatory
language for lease shapes and buffers.

As the Commission may recall, the Commission
passed a Notice of Intent on September the 22™. The DMR
published the notification on our web page on September
the 23™. we published a legal notice in the Sun Herald on
September the 28™,

The public comment period was September the 22™
through October the 17*. To date, we have received no

public comments.
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I'm going to briefly read into the public record
the proposed changes. Title 22 Part 13 in Chapter 2,
Section 104, Mississippi Code Annotated Section 49-15-27,
as amended, grants the Mississippi Commission on Marine
Resources authority to lease bottoms.

Title 22 Part 13, Chapter 9, we have two
sections, Section 100.03.01:

“The proposed lease area must be configured as a
square, or rectangle, with the lease area boundaries
meeting at right angles. However, the lease rent may be
adjusted pro rata to conform to non-rectangular shapes
within the lease area.

Section 100.04.01:

"No proposed lease areas will be approved that
are within one hundred feet of an existing lease area, or
lease area that is pending final approval, unless the same
person holds both leases."

with that being said, what is required is a
motion to proceed with final adoption of Amendment of
Title 22 Part 13, Chapter 9, Sections 100.03.01 and
100.04.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Joe, I would like to make
a motion that we adopt this and proceed.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I'11 second the motion.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: We have a motion and a
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second.

A1l those in favor say aye.

(A1l in favor.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Opposed?

(None opposed.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Motion carries.

Thank you.

JOE JEWELL: Thank you, Commissioners.

Next on the agenda for Marine Fisheries is an
Oyster 5eason update by Mr. Scott Gordon.

SCOTT GORDON: Good morning Mr. Chairman,
Commissioners, Director Miller and counselor.

New Commissioner Ms. Trapani, I appreciate you
being here and I welcome you to the Commission.

COMMISSIONER TRAPANI: Thank you.

SCOTT GORDON: The oyster season opened October
3. As of yesterday, we had been open a total of thirteen
days. we have had no closures due to rainfall, or river
stage. In fact, we are under drought conditions. Did see
a little bit of rain yesterday, T think, from Long Beach
to the east and it was welcome, but it wasn't enough. We
need something to break this drought.

we have had apparent continuing oyster
mortalities.

After the last presentation I gave to the
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Commission, I had come up with some mortality estimates.
with the continuing mortalities that we had, I fear that
we had very sorely underestimated the number of
mortalities that we had.

I have reports that in adjacent waters in
Louisiana they were seeing mortalities in the neighborhood
of eighty to ninety percent. That is significant, and the
Commission may want to ponder what that would mean to any
quota that you had established.

The harvest has been almost entirely from st.
Stanislaus Reef for tongers and St. Joseph Reef for
dredgers.

Oysters were in generally poor condition, but
they are improving. wWe are seeing oysters that are
actively feeding now, and they are getting a little more
substance to them.

There were one thousand five hundred and
eighteen sacks harvested by tongers over a hundred and
sixty-one trips. That averages out to nine point four
sacks per trip average.

There were seventeen thousand seven hundred and
ninety-eight sacks harvested by dredgers over eight
hundred and ninety-one trips. That is right at twenty
sacks per trip average.

These numbers are through yesterday.
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Today we have thirty-nine boats out at the Pass,
1 believe about nine, or ten, of those are tongers.

There are forty-six boats out at Bayou Caddy on
the st. loe Reef area, and I believe those are all going
to be dredgers.

A total of eighty-five boats are out today.

This is showing the oyster harvest by area and
gear type. The red is going to be the dredging, and the
green is going to be the tonging. You can see very
predominantly Area I"B", seventeen thousand one hundred
and forty-seven sack. That's the St. Joe Reef area. That
is where almost entirely all of the ovsters have come
from.

Area II"B" includes the st. Stanislaus Reef.
That is a toning area. That is where all of the tongers
are going, right now.

Area II"E", that is Henderson Point dredging
area. The first two, or three, days of the season we had
some dredgers go there, and we had six hundred and thirty-
nine sacks harvested.

Area II"F" is going to be the Pass tonging and
dredging area outside the one mile area. There were a
total of eleven sack harvested there.

For 2"G", which is the very last one, those

oysters came from the Pass Marianne Reef. we had a boat
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that spent a day out there, and, actually, that's not one
entire sack. That was about two dozen oysters.

This seventeen thousand one hundred and forty-
seven sacks off of the area I"B", that comprises about
eighty-four percent of the market oysters that we had
initially estimated.

The Commission had adopted the thirty-five
percent quota which I think was a fair quota of what
market oysters we thought we had out there.

If I go to this next map, this will show area by
area, and, again, these are numbers through yesterday.
This is Area I"B", and these little green areas are the
actual reef. That's where we are doing our survey. Those
are the concentrated reef areas.

There will be some other areas around where you
have small scattered pockets of reef, and that's where a
Tot of the boats are going, right now.

Just out of this one small area over seventeen
thousand sacks (indicating map).

This entire area is Area II"B". Here's the St.
Stanislaus Reef area and that is where the tongers are
going, right now. Fifteen hundred sacks.

Area II"D" Between the Bridges, we've had no
catch there.

Area II"A" within the mile off of Pass Christian
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Henderson Point area, no catch there.

This is the Henderson Point area outside the
mile and, in Area II"D", we've had six hundred and thirty-
nine sacks, and most of that came predominantly from this
area, the extreme southwestern part of the reef
(indicating map).

The Pass Christian Reef area outside the mile,
Area I1"F", eleven sacks, and Pass Marianne.

If you looked at our estimate from the last
Commission meeting for the Pass Marianne area, that's the
one that is the most disappointing and that we have seen
the most significant mortalities. we estimated, at the
last meeting, that there were over forty-four thousand
sacks of oysters on this reef area.

This is Area ¥ and the Biloxi Bay harvest zones.
This is a historic thing. 1 would like to remind the
Commissioners, in my entire career, this area has not been
open for direct harvest. It's my best estimate that
sometime in the fifties, or early sixties, was the last
time this area had been able to be open for direct harvest
(indicating map).

we don’'t have a considerable amount of resource
in this area, but it is very significant that we are
finally able to get this area open. 1I'm hoping that we

are going to be able to do some additional work with

Lucille Morgan, CSR 1251
COURT REFORTER
f228) 396-87a8

Cultch plants and maybe moving oysters to this area to get
it built up. This is something that I have wanted to see
for a long time.

with the thirty-five percent quota that the
Commission had adopted at the last meeting, that would
mean two thousand one hundred and sixty-two sacks of
oysters, and our estimates were taken off the seventeen
and ninety-one acre sites. There are going to be other
small pockets of oysters here, but this area would be for
tonging only.

For tonging, the oysters have to be a thick
enough density to make it worth the tongers' while. These
are the two areas that we are going to be looking at

The recommendations would be to have the usual
oyster season rules and regulations, plus to open the
Biloxi Bay Area V Conditionally Approved waters to
tonging, close areas within five hundred feet of
artificial reef sites for Biloxi Bay for the Conditionally
Approved Area V, and harvesters launching their vessels at
a launch site remote from a designated oyster check
station may, upen returning from harvesting and prior to
unloading any oysters, trailer their vessel on land and
along the most direct route to their designated oyster
check station for check-out. Once the vessel has been

checked out and the sacks of oysters are properly tagged,
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the sacks of oysters may then be unloaded from the vessel.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Scott, I had one
question, and I'm trying to pull it out of my memory.

If I remember correctly, when we set the quota,
we set the quota for everything in the western Sound. we
didn't do anything for this Biloxi area.

Is that correct, or not?

SCOTT GORDON: I'm not certain of that.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Isn't that what I
remember, Joe?

JOE JEWELL: The Commission set a quota of
thirty-five percent for all the reefs that were open, but
they did not take action on Riloxi Bay. You are correct.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: That's what I thought.

JOE JEWELL: If you are going to make a decision
on 8iloxi Bay, you would have to establish some sort of
regulation for the opening of Biloxi Bay which would
include either a quota, or a sack limit, and those types
of regulations.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: All right.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Steve, what T would Tlike
to do, I would like to separate the tongers from the
dredgers in this quota.

We are going to open Biloxi Bay, and there are a

lot of areas in the Biloxi Bay area that we don't know
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there are oysters there, and I'm sure these fishermen are
going to find a lot of this area, especially down around
the mouth of pavis Bayou.

I would Tike to separate it. In other words, if
we fil11 the quota by November the 1* and we open the Bay,
you couldn't open it if they are tied together. I would
like the tonging areas to have their own quota, other than
the dredging areas.

SCOTT GORDON: Biloxi Bay is all a tonging
designated area,

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: I understand that, but
you're not proposing that we just open this ninety-one
acres and the seventeen acres. We are going to open the
whole area.

Right?

SCOTT GORDON: Just the Biloxi Bay Conditionally
approved waters. That would be inside of peer Island.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: I understand that.

The area we are looking at, this green area --
in other words, you've got a circle of ninety-one acres
here, and, then, seventeen acres (indicating map).

We are not going to just open those two little
areas. We are going to open that whole green area so the
fishermen can find the oysters.

Right?
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SCOTT GORDON: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Second of all, T would
Tike to see us relay oysters out of Pascagoula onto a
designated area here, while these people are harvesting
out of the rest of it, but the department would have to
designate an area for relaying and clear it with the
Federal Government to do that. That way, we can increase
the landings in Biloxi Bay.

We really don't know how many oysters these
fishermen could catch out of Biloxi Bay, and that's ene of
the reasons I wouldn’'t want to put a quota on it. Tongers
are not going to hurt an area. They are going to build
the reef. They are not going to tear the reef up, I
don't think not having a big guota on this thing will make
any difference one way, or the other.

Do you have any input on this?

SCOTT GORDON: Well, I think, if you look at our
opening day this year on October 3", we exceeded alabama’s
total harvest on that one day.

I think areas can be overfished, and that's one
of the things that I would maybe like the Commission to
consider for the st. Joe Reef area with the amount of
harvest that we've had on that, as well.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Begging your pardon, I

would Tike to stay with this giloxi Bay, right now. Let's
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get this out of the way.

SCOTT GORDON: Yes, sir,

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: I would like to make a
motion that we open, on November the 1", the Biloxi Bay
area, letting the staff designate an area, or find an
area, in this area that would be satisfactory to the
Federal Government that we could relay out of Pascagoula,
or Graveline, to increase the harvest for the season.

As Tong as the oysters stay there for two weeks,
after the Tast oyster goes on there, then, they can be
harvested. They are depurated then.

SCOTT GORDON: We would set aside an area
somewhere within here and keep it closed, keep the boats
away from it, while they are being moved, for this
transfer activity.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: That's correct.

SCOTT GORDON: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Every month we have a
meeting. We can have a meeting and we can look at what
they are doing and, if we have a problem, we could close
it.

Are there any other regulations that we need to
set up in this to do this?

I'm making that motion that we open it on

November the 1*, the area, and having y'all set aside an
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area to rebuild another reef.

SCOTT GORDON: well, we would establishing a
check station there, and I did have these other
recommendations.

The first one, your usual oyster season rules
and regulations that is basically encompassing what we
have in the opening order, right now, for the western reef
areas.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: oOkay.

SCOTT GORDON: It's pretty lengthy, but we would
be closed on holidays and things 1ike that.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: This is a big deal. 1t
really is, and I would like to thank you and Jamie Miller,
especially Jamie for setting up the meeting with the
Federal people to get this thing opened and putting ferth
the effort to get it open. This is huge.

JOE JEWELL: Commissioner Gollott, if there is
no quota, are you going to establish a sack limit for
Biloxi Bay?

Like Commissioner Bosarge pointed out, that does
not carry over for this motion.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: One of the things I'm
looking at is the amount of sacks that are being landed at
Pass Christian. You have got to have enough sacks coming

in te pay somebody to go there and unload them and bring
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trucks in and such as that.

I would Tike to see it stay the same as fifteen
sacks per tonger, and that's the kinds of things I'm
asking you for some input so we get it all right.

JOE JEWELL: It will have to be part of your
motion,

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Yes.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I guess, listening to all
of it, it all so far sounds good. It is going to be
interesting to see what actually transpires, once we open
it. I like the idea of moving some oysters in there, but
I don't know. It might be kind of a lot going on in a
small area all at once.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: That's a big area,
Commissioner.

COMMISSIOMER BOSARGE: How are you proposing to
move the oysters?

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: with the Conservationist.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Use the Conservationist?

SCOTT GORDON: Yes, sir.

Right here, the second line, this is the same
chart that I showed the Commission at the last meeting.
we had our mortality estimates (indicating slide).

This Biloxi Bay area, the second line, that was

done after we figured the mortality event had occurred.
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we estimated, for those two sites that were on the map,
six thousand one hundred and seventy-seven sacks of
market-size oysters, and, then, these are the percentages
that we were looking at, and, again, that is just for
those two sites.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Yes, but you relayed
fifteen thousand sacks into there.

DONNA GREEN: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: That is still over ten
thousand and you're not touching anything else.

How many sacks are they harvesting, right now,
your tongers?

It's a little bit better than a hundred sacks a
day, isn't it?

SCOTT GORDON: well, I don't know. wWwe're
Tooking at the tongers, nine point four sacks per trip.
If there were ten boats out today -- I think there are
nine, or ten -- that's less than a hundred sacks per day.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: You are not going to get
all the tongers, I don't think, to go down there. we are
looking at another thirty days before we have another
Commission meeting, and you can bring us a report on it.

SCOTT GORDON: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: If we need to make any

modifications, we could do it, then.
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COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: what day is our meeting
in November?

SCOTT GORDON: well, we've got Thanksgiving
thrown in there. I'm not sure.

JOE JEWELL: November the 15",

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: That's going to be early.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Yes. I don't have a
problem looking at it fifteen days into the season.

Are you okay with that, Scott?

SCOTT GORDON: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: T agree with Commissioner
Gollott. It is going to be interesting to see what the
fishermen find. I think that we are going to have more
fishermen than maybe what we have, right now, because I
have talked to some of them that are excited to see it
open, and they are gearing up getting ready.

SCOTT GORDOM: It's a head start for them.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Yes, and it is going to
be interesting to see what they do find.

JOE JEWELL: Commissioner Gollott, if y'all are
ready to make a motion, I want to read it so I'm clear and
the staff is clear on what the motion is.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: we've got a motion. Go
ahead,

JOE JEWELL: The motion, as I understand it, is
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to open Biloxi Bay Area V on November the 1%, and, second,
to let the staff find areas to relay from either
Graveline, or Pascagoula, and, then, third, set the sack
Timit at fifteen for the tongers.

Is that correct?

COMMISSIOMER GOLLOTT: ¥Yes, sir, and any other
regulations that we have in the west that are pertinent,

JOE JEWELL: The regular regulations apply.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Yes, sir.

we have a motion.

Do we have a second?

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: So seconded.

COMMISSIOMER GOLLOTT: we have a motion and a
second.

A1l those in favor say aye.

(A11 in favor.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Opposed?

(None opposed.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Motion carries.

SCOTT GORDON: That was very historic. If 1
haven't reminded you already, that's a big deal.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: We've got one more thing
I would like to get, before we get down to the real fight.

SCOTT GORDON: I don't care to fight.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: I've had several
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fishermen come to me and ask me to Tower the sack Timit to
twenty sacks for dredging to stretch this thing out a
Tittle bit.

I would Tike to make a motion that we drop the
dredging sack 1imit per day to twenty sacks per day,
starting wednesday, or Thursday.

SCOTT GORDON: If you would Tike my
recommendation, I can give it to you.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: No, I don't.

Can I get a second on that?

COMMISSIONER HARMON: I'11 second that motion,
Mr. Chairman.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: We have a motion and a

second,

A1l those in favor say aye.

(A1l in favor.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Opposed?

(None opposed.)

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Motion carries.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I still want to hear your
recommendation.

SCOTT GORDON: My recommendation would be that
we shut down Area I"B". We have harvested eighty-four
percent of the market oysters that we had estimated to be

thera.
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Again, that was on those hard reef areas.
That's not on the entire thing. Tt's my understanding
that most of the boats have, now, moved away from that
area, and most of the boats are not getting their limit
every day.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Scott, would you bring
that map back up and let's see exactly what you are
talking about?

SCOTT GORDON: If you Took at all these areas,
we've got St. Joe Reef which is a relatively small area
and we're having somewhere around seventy-five boats every
day and, again, my concern would be this is where we are
going to have next year's oysters coming from because,
from the mortality event, we had virtually a hundred
percent mortality of all sizes.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: I have talked to some
Fishermen, and I think we have some fishermen here that
might 1ike to speak to this, and they say they are getting
their sack Timit by 11:00 o'clock, or 11:30, every day.
The weather has been bad for the last few days, so they
haven't been able to do as well, but they have been doing
very well.

Do we have some fishermen here that would Tike
to say something on this subject?

THAD wU: (Indicating.)
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COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Come to the podium and
state your name, please.

THAD VU: Good morning Director Miller and
Commissioners.,

I'm Thao vu, Mississippi Coalition for
Vietnamese American Fisher Folks and Families.

Most of the fishermen aren't here today. 1
think there are some here representing the CCA, but, in
terms of the oystermen, most of them were unable to attend
this meeting since they trying -- right now, they are
harvesting.

The past week, I've been going down to the docks
and trying to get some information and observations from
the fishermen, and I will break into two groups.

The fishermen who normally leave out of the Pass
Christian Harbor, they are very, very worried about their
Tivelihood because the first several days when the season
opened about two weeks ago, they went to Henderson Point
and those reefs in the western Sound, and there was high
mortality. They weren't able to harvest a lot. 1In fact,
many of them were only able to harvest less than ten sacks
those first three days.

A significant number gave up. They gave up,
after three days of not harvesting enough, and they went

to try to go shrimping.
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Then, the same group, after several days of not
harvesting enough in Henderson Point, or Pass Marianne,
they went te the st. Joe Reef.

However, this agency has reduced the number of
hours, They have to check in by 2:00 o'clock. That is
becoming a major problem for the pass Christian fishermen
because it takes almost two hours to get there and another
almost two hours to come back. There are only seven
hours, from seven to two, but, yet, they have to spend
almost four hours to get there and back, and that leaves
them three-and-a-half hours to harvest, or try to get
their sack Timit.

There were several who were penalized and their
sacks of oysters were dumped overboard because they were a
Tittle late.

You have to factor in that they are taking
Tonger to get to this reef -- that is the only reef that
may have some oysters -- and not force them to throw
overboard their oysters and be fined and have to go to
court.

Their Tivelihoods have been threatened, since
this BP disaster.

Then, the other group I'm going to talk about
are the ones that are docked in Bayou caddy. For them to

get to the St. Joe Reef, it's close and, for the most
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part, they are getting their sack limit, or close to the
sack 1imit, but, when you combine it with the fishermen
docked at the Pass Christian Harbor, you are getting this
average of about twenty which is what Mr. Gordon just
stated.

They can't continue this path of working very,
very few days a year, or season, when they are used to
working lots. They can't. There won't be much of a
Tivelihood left for these fishermen.

The governor has this grand plan to increase
oyster production. It's nowhere where it's heading.

Earlier there was a recommendation for relay, by
Commissioner Gollott. There should be some significant
bagless dredging on these reefs in Pass Christian,
including Henderson Point and Pass Marianne, followed by a
relay program, to help those oysters for increased future
production, and not a relay from Pascagoula to Biloxi Bay
because Biloxi Bay doesn't have significant mortality and
doesn't need as much restoration as these reefs in the
western Sound, Pass Christian area.

we need to think about the future, what happens
in the next several years.

will there be any more oysters in the next
several years?

It seriously looks like that is grave, right
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now.

My final point is to open the Biloxi Bay reefs
only to tonging, we think that is not fair. oOpen it to
everyone, reduce the sack limit, and, if it's too shallow,
the dredgers will have to understand.

That's what they are conveying to me to express
to you, Director Miller and Commissioners. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: I think Joe Jewell can
address the time, as far as the 2:30. I don't think we
have any choice. I think it's a Federal regulation.

JOE JEWELL: Commissioners, even Ms. Vu, we are
all concerned with public safety and public health, and we
have to comply with all the rules and regulations that are
in place, including State and Federal rules and
regulations, and the time-temperature matrix applies to
all states that manage their shellfish programs.

The State of Mississippi, as all Gulf states,
when we opened in October, we mentioned to the Commission
-- I think it was in August that I mentioned to the
Commission, if we chose to open in October, it restricted
the amount of time that we had from harvest to landing and
the amount of time that the fishermen had to bring the
oysters under refrigeration.

That amount of time that is in place is a

Federal regulation that is administered through the ISscC
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and the NSSP program. That's a program that is in place
that protects the public and protects the harvest of
oysters.,

Now, once we get into November where the ambient
temperature and the water temperature cools, that time
frame is less restrictive and they have a little bit more
time to harvest and more time to bring the oysters under
refrigeration.

That is a safety feature in place for the public
and for the fishermen that the Commission, nor the staff
has a lot of leeway with, if not any leeway with. Thank
you.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Thank you, Joe.

Ms. vu, as far as the Biloxi Bay, they can get a
tonging license, if they have been dredging in Pass
Christian, but you've got to tong there. That has been a
tonging area traditionally back seventy-five years, so
we're not going to change that.

It really has nothing to do with anything, but
the bottom. That bottom will not stand dredgers that
don't know what they are really doing in that area. You
will destroy more than what you catch.

THAO VU: Yes, I'm aware of that. It is a
historical condition, the reef, Commissioner Gollott.

However, particularly for the vietnamese American

Lucille Morgan, C5R 1251
COURT REPORTER
(228] 196-8788



LT S ]

Commission on Marine Resources

fishermen, they don't have the physical ability, as I have
stated through the years in my public comments, to tong.

They may be able to get a tonging license, but
they won't be able to tong because they just don't have
the upper strength to tong, and they have to make changes
to their boats.

Those are the considerations that I think should
be factored in. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Thank you, ma'am.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I would still like to
hear from some of the fishermen,

JESSIE SCHIFALO: My name is Jessie Schifalo
(phonetic). I've been a commercial fishermen since 03,
when I retired.

we need to stop the oyster season, the bottom
line. Finish up with St. Joe, and there is nothing else
to catch out there.

I appreciate Mr. Gollott who has been dealing
with seafood all his Tife, and he is thinking with his
heart, but we need to go with some scientific data.

we are tearing the reef apart, now. Just like
Scott Gordon said, we're at the limit. Let's shut it
down.

I don't want it shut down, but we'wve got to have

something for next year. If we keep going, we won't.
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Cutting the limit to twenty sacks, the money is
the same whether it's twenty-five, or twenty, a day.
You've got X number of sacks you are going to let us
harvest. Cutting it back is useless really. I wish y'all
would think of the scientific end of this.

Somebody made a comment, we can make a dollar
today, but we're going to lose two dollars next year.
Let's think about that, when we take our vote in a little
while. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Thank you.

Do we have someone else?

I thought I saw someone else back there.

WILLIE HARRIS: I might be the oldest oysterman
in here. I don't know. I'm seventy-four years old, and I
can still pick up a sack of oysters.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: State your name, please,
for the record.

WILLIE HARRIS: willie Harris.

Could you bring that up, again, Biloxi Bay
(indicating Joe Jewell).

I used to tong this area years ago, and there
are plenty of oysters where Fayard's used to be right
along here all the way up (indicating map).

we moved some oysters from this area here and

all over in here two, or three, years ago. There is
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nothing, but grit. The dredgers tore it up. There are no
oysters. Nothing. Just grit (indicating map).

If you turn the dredgers loose on this, it is
going to be the same thing. I recommend tonging only Tike
yvou said.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: willie, what year was
that you were tonging in there and were you doing it
Tegally?

WILLIE HARRIS: It was in the late fifties and
early sixties, I was just a young man,

There used to be plenty of oysters in there. I
don't know about now, but, at one time -- have you ever
been to the Biloxi Museum?

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Yes.

WILLIE HARRIS: Have you seen the picture of
this man tonging oysters in the skiff with a man opening
in the same skiff?

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Yes.

WILLIE HARRIS: That was my grandpa tonging and
my uncle opening right in this area here (indicating map).

You go out there, now, and there is just grit
where the dredge boats dredged it all out.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: The great news is we are
going to try to rebuild it, and I'm excited about it.

WILLIE HARRIS: If you are going to rebuild it,
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Pascagoula has lots of oysters and it will never be open
for tonging.

Now, Graveline, there's a possibility it might
be one day. Graveline has some beautiful oysters.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: It has.

WILLIE HARRIS: I don't think they will ever
allow dredging in it, but there are some beautiful oysters
in Graveline.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Don't say Pascagoula will
never be open. we are s5till working on that.

COMMISSIOMER GOLLOTT: Yes.

WILLIE HARRIS: Graveline is a possibility. All
the septic tanks are gone, now, as far as I know, and the
water should be cleaning up, getting better in that area.
There are some of the best oysters in Mississippi in
Graveline.

That's the main thing I wanted to bring up.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Thank you, Mr. Harris.

WILLIE HARRIS: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: One of the things I would
Tike to say is, at the rate we're going, Scott, what date
would we close it, under the current limit?

SCOTT GORDON: I have not calculated that, but I
could point out that for 5t. Joe, at the thirty-five

percent, if you were to apply that to that Area I"B", that
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is seven thousand one hundred and two sacks. We are
seventeen thousand one hundred and forty-seven sacks, now.

COMMISSICNER GOLLOTT: How many sacks do you
think is left on 1"8"7

SCOTT GORDON: We estimated a little over twenty
thousand sacks, twenty thousand two ninety-two for market.
where we are, right now, that's eighty-five percent of the
market oysters.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I'm trying a couple of
different things.

Louisiana, when they opened on this side of the
river, the Mississippi River, I think it was open for one
day, and, then, they shut it all down.

SCOTT GORDON: I think they delayed the opening
because those waters adjacent to us, they were reporting,
I believe, last week about eighty to ninety percent
mortalities.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: It kind of shows you it's
just not here. It's a large area of mortality.

SCOTT GORDON: Yes, sir.

wWe have been fortunate with St. Joe. As I
showed you at the last meeting, DEQ had some DataSondes
out that were collecting dissolved oxygen levels, and you
could see on Henderson Point, when the oxygen levels went

to zero, they stayed down to zero.
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At St. Joe, they would go down to zero, and,
then, you would get a tidal cycle and it would come up.
That kept those oysters alive.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: If we try to look just a
Tittle bit into the future, because of the mortality
event, what does next year look like?

SCOTT GORDON: Next year looks bleak. Like T
said, 5t. Joe is about the only place, maybe a little bit
on 5t. Stanislaus, where we would have some oysters that
we would expect to grow into next year.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Is the mortality still

going an?

SCOTT GORDOM: I believe the mortality event is
over,

This was the most dramatic. If you look at Pass
Marianne Reef -- this is before the mortality event -- we

had estimated over ninety-two thousand sacks. we
estimated we had a fifty-one percent mortality, and there
should have been forty-four thousand sacks left there. At
the thirty-five percent Tevel, that would have been over
fifteen thousand sacks to harvest.

Let me go back to this map. On Pass Marianne,
we have had one sack harvested there. 1In fact, like I
told you earlier, that was more like two dozen oysters.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Scott, if we close Area I
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"B" like you are asking, the hard reefs there, can we
stretch the season out to the first of November, let the
dredge boats go?

SCOTT GORDON: That's up to the Commission.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: They seem to think they
can find oysters there that we don't know anything about.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I guarantee you, if you
talk to any of these fishermen, as much as they want to
work, they want to catch oysters, they want to make money,
but they see the handwriting on the wall, too, that, yes,
we have probably done as much --

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: (Interposing) well, we
are going to go within a few days of it, just with the
quota.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I was thinking more the
end of the week.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: HNo. You've got several
more days, especially if you drop it down to maybe a
thousand sacks a day.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I will make the motion
that we close Area I"8" for harvest of oysters the end of
the week, Friday.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: I don’t have a problem
with closing I"B" at the end of the week. 1I'11 second

that motion.
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But what I would Tike to do is make a motion
that we let the rest of the areas go, let them fish until
the first of November.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I agree.

SCOTT GORDON: For dredging?

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Yes.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Let's clarify this.

SCOTT GORDON: I'm not sure that I understand.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Even though we know we
have no oysters on the rest of the areas, we know that --

SCOTT GORDON: (Interposing) I concede there
are oysters on the rest of the area.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Pardon?

SCOTT GORDON: I concede there are oysters on
the rest of the area.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Limited oysters?

SCOTT GORDON: Yes. Pockets of them.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: What I'm proposing and
what I see -- I think Richard and I are somewhat on the
same page.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: Yes.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Let's stop the harvest on
5t. Joe, but let's give them the opportunity to move
around just a Tittle bit on the other reefs for this

Timited period of time, and, then, close it the first of
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November.

SCOTT GORDON: I think that has probably already
occurred on their own.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: So be it, yes.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: 1In other words, I agree.

COMMISSIOMER GOLLOTT: If you hold it to thirty
thousand sacks, what the guota was, twenty-nine thousand
and something --

SCOTT GORDOM: (Interposing) That was for all
of the western reefs.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: I understand, but you are
still going to have it open -- if we don't close I"B", you
are still going to have it open until probably the 28" of
this month. We are talking about two, or three, days to
let the fishermen catch a few more sacks. They have asked
me to do that.

SCOTT GORDON: Again, back to this outdated
chart where we have had higher mortalities than what is
shown on here, with the thirty-five percent harvest level
for the western reefs, that is close to twenty-eight
thousand sacks. oOut of that twenty-eight thousand sacks,
we were estimating over fifteen thousand of that was going
to come off of Pass Marianne, and we had two dozen oysters
come off of it.

If you eliminate that, we are past the thirty-
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five percent.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: I think most of those
fishermen probably know that there are not many oysters
there, and there are a lot of them probably won't do
anything.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: They are not going to
work, if they can't make money.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: But, at the same time, it
might do just a little bit of good te stir it up some,
just for those few days.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: We have a motion to close

SCOTT GORDON: (Interposing) I'm not sure what
the motion was.

SEAN MORRISON: Maybe you ought to rephrase it
because we do have two motions.

COMMISSIONER GOLLOTT: well, we can hlend them
together here.

COMMISSIOMER BOSARGE: Close Area I"B" Friday of
this week --

JOE JEWELL: (Interposing) I think the motion
was to close Area I"B" this Friday, October the 21**, and
to close all other areas on November the 1%, 2016, for
dredging.

COMMISSIONER BOSARGE: Correct, for dredg