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SHRIMPING# SOUND

A newsletter from the Shrimp and Crab Bureau at the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
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NOAA FISHERIES IS ANNOUNCING
AN ADVANCED NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

On April 20, 2021 National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) announced an advanced notice of proposed rule making to solicit
comments on the possibility of modifying the turtle excluder device (TED) related requirements for skimmer trawl vessels less
than 40 feet (12.2 meters) in length operating in the southeast United States shrimp fisheries. Small skimmer trawl vessels are
currently allowed to use tow times instead of TEDs.

NMES is requesting public comments until May 20, 2021 on the potential expansion of TED requirements for skimmer trawl

vessels less than 40 feet (12.2 meters) in length, the feasibility of employing these TEDs on small length vessels, input on the
associated costs of any new TED requirements, and other potential environmental impacts.

SUBMIT COMMENTS ELECTRONICALLY SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS BY MAIL

* Visit regulations.gov/searchrfilter=2021-08108 Michael Barnette
* Click the “Comment Now!” icon Southeast Regional Office, NMFS

263 13th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FLL 33701

Comments sent by any other method, to any other address or individual, or received after the end of the comment period, may not
be considered by NMFS. All comments received are part of the public record and will generally be posted for public viewing on
regulations.gov without change. All personal identifying information (e.g., name, address, etc.), confidential business information,
or other sensitive information submitted voluntarily by the sender will be publicly accessible. NMFS will accept anonymous
comments (enter “N/A” in the required fields if you wish to remain anonymous).

For more information contact Michael Barnette at 727-551-5794 or michael.barnette@noaa.gov.
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https://www.regulations.gov/search?filter=2021-08108

MISSISSIPPI INSHORE AND TERRITORIAL SEAS SHRIMPING GROUNDS

For the most up-to-date information on openings and closings of Mississippi’s shrimping waters, please call the Mississippi
Shrimp Information Hotline at (866)-WE-TRAWL (938-7295).

I:I Closed to all shrimping, inland and within 1 mile of the Gulf Islands National Seashore Shoreline
- Open to Licensed live bait shrimping ONLY, within 1/2 mile of the shoreline

I:I Open to commercial & recreational shrimping on a seasonal basis until December 31

- Open to commercial & recreational shrimping on a seasonal basis until April 30

E Open to commercial & recreational shrimping on an annual basis

ENHANCE - PROTECT * CONSERVE
/\/ Intracoastal Waterway
/\/ Gulfport Ship Channel
/\/ COLREGS Demarcation Line

] Mississippi Shrimp Licenses Sold
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SHRIMP SEASON OPENING DAY 2020

Number of Shrimp Vessels Counted on Opening Day
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NEW TED REQUIREMENTS FOR SKIMMER VESSELS DELAYED

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is delaying the effective date of a final rule that published on December 20, 2019.
As of March 31,2021 the effective date of the rule amending 50 CFR part 223 that published at 84 FR 70048 on December 20,
2019 is delayed until August 1,2021.

For further information please contact Jennifer Lee, NMFS Southeast Regional Office, telephone: 727-824-5312, or email:

jennifer.lee@noaa.gov.

On December 20,201, NMFS published a final rule to amend the alternative tow time restriction to require all skimmer trawl
vessels 40 feet and greater in length to use turtle excluder devices (TEDs) designed to exclude small sea turtles in their nets, and
that rule had an effective date of April 1,2021 (84 FR 70048). The final rule amends regulations at 50 CFR part 223 under the
authority of the Endangered Species Act. The purpose of the final rule is to reduce incidental bycatch and mortality of sea turtles
in the southeastern U.S. shrimp fisheries, and to aid in the protection and recovery of listed sea turtle populations. The rule also

amends the definition of tow time to better clarify the intent and purpose of tow times to reduce sea.

NMES is now delaying the effective date of the final rule published on December 20, 2019, (84 FR 70048) until August 1, 2021.
Safety and travel restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic have limited their ability to complete the in-person workshops and
training sessions that they had anticipated and communicated to the public. This delay in effective date is necessary to provide
them with additional time to conduct planned outreach and training for fishers through a modified strategy, including but not
limited to, virtual training sessions with the public. In addition to generally educating the public on the use of the devices, it will
help prepare NMFS staft for responding to installation and maintenance problems from industry when the regulations go in
effect. This will allow fishers to be better prepared for compliance with regulations and reduce the likelihood of potential increased

sea turtle deaths caused by widespread use of improperly constructed and/or installed TEDs.

SOME OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SKIMMER TEDS INCLUDE:
* the space between the deflector bars of the new TEDs must not exceed 3 inches;

* escape openings must be oriented at the top of the net; and

* webbing restrictions on the escape opening flap depending on the type and
angle of TED grid and escape opening configuration.

Additionally, NOAA Fisheries also amended the allowable tow time definition. The new definition requires all vessels less than
40 feet in length operating under the allowable tow time limit to remove and empty their catch on deck within the tow time limit

(i.e., 55 or 75 minutes, depending on season).

For additional information on the new rule please, visit fisheries.noaa.gov/bulletin/noaa-issues-final-rule-require-turtle-excluder-

device-use-all-skimmer-trawl-vessels-40.

For technical assistance, contact the NOAA Gear Monitoring Team at (228) 762-4591 or email TED.info@noaa.gov.



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/bulletin/noaa-issues-final-rule-require-turtle-excluder-device-use-all-skimmer-trawl-vessels-40
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/bulletin/noaa-issues-final-rule-require-turtle-excluder-device-use-all-skimmer-trawl-vessels-40

Skimmer TED Regulations Effective August 1, 2021
NOAA Fisheries

B
& @T’g Gear Monitoring Team
g; ¢ Pascagoula, MS USA Email: TED.info@noaa.gov

“ Phone: 228-762-4591 Request Phone Transfer to Gear Monitoring Team
e www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/bveatch/turtle-excluder-device-compliance-information

Guide for Checking 44-Inch Single Flap TED on
Skimmer Trawl Vessels 40 Ft. or Greater

» This opening can only be used in waters landward of the COLREGS Demarcation Line*
* All Skimmer Trawl TEDs must be Top-Opening.
* TED grids must be at least 32" x 32" with a maximum 3-inch bar spacing.
« If TED angle is 46-55 degrees, the escape flap twine can be no larger than #15.
* [f TED angle is 45 degrees or less, the escape flap twine can exceed #15.

(see Allowable Configurations below)

Requirement 1

* COLREGS Demarcation Line refers to the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 1972,
Allowable Configurations

Maximum Grid Angle || Maximum Grid Angle
55 Degrees 45 Degrees
Flap Twine No Flap Twine Can
Larger Than #15 Exceed #15
Straight Bent | Straight || Bent
Bar Bar Bar Bar

o ———

Horizontal straight ine (sirelched |
messurement of al laaal
42 inches

207

Vertcal straight line (stretohad)
measurament of
20 inchos

Minimum Escape
Opening Requirements

The required escape
opening must
measure 44-inches
when slrelched
horizontally and at
least 20-inches when
slretched verlically.

The measurements
must be taken
separately.

Requirement 2

Maximum Flap Length-and
Grid Bar Spacing

Measure the distance from
the posterior edge of the
TED frame fo the trailing
edge of the flap A to B.

This measurement must be
taken from the center of the
frame and must not exceed
24-inches as the TED is

hanging (nol siretched).

Grid bars may be no more
lhan 3.0 inches apart.

Requirement 3

Recommended Cut Width

Maximum Attachment
Down Side

Measure the distance
the flap is attached
beyond the posterior
edge of the TED frame
CtoD

This measurement must
be taken from the center
of the frame and must
not exceed 6-inches
when the TED is
hanging (not slrelched).

(

Recommended Cut Length

Note: The measurements

are
are provided here as a

TED performance and
shrimp retention.

shown from £ 10 = and G to H

recommendation 10 improve

Recommended cut
of ai least 20-inches
when sireiched

Forward Cul Length

Measure the distance
from the TED frame
forward along the side of
the escape hole cut to
the leading edge of the
escape hole cutEto F.

Recommended cut
of at least 20-inches
when strelched.

32" Minimum Grid Width
T 1 /_W

-
[’ Recommended measurement
9 greater than or equal (o
E 56-inches when strefched
© I I = ]
5 ——
B €)
£
N a0
# Max]
|

—

|

Leading Edge Cut

Measure the leading
edge of the escape hole
cutGtoH.

Recommended strelched
measurement of
56-inches or grealer.

Note: This measurement
musl also be obtained
with flap attached.

This document provides instructions for measuring the 44-inch single flap escape opening for single
grid hard TEDs. These instructions summarize regulations at 50 C.F.R. 223.206 (d)(2)(ii)(A)(3)
223.206 (d)(3)(i) and 223.207 (a)(4), (a)(6), (@}(7)(ii}{A), (d)(3)(i), and (d)(3)(v). Itis the responsibility
of the owners and vessel operators using these instructions to insure that their TEDs meet all
regulatory requirements.



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/bycatch/turtle-excluder-device-compliance-information

Quy dinh cho Loc Rua cd hiéu luc tir ngay 1 thang 8 nim 2021

> ;. NOAA Fisheries
@% Gear Monitoring Team
¢ Pascagoula, MS USA Email: TED.infol@noaa.gov

h ; SDT: 228-762-4591 Yéu ciu chuyén di¢n thoai dén Gear Monitoring Team
“mennc”  wWww.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/byveatch/turtle-excluder-device-compliance-information

Hwéng dan va Kiém tra cho Loc Rua Mot Nip 44-inch
Cho Cac Tau Canh Buwdm 40 Ft. hoac dai hon

3

o Mo

+ N&p mé nay chi dwoc st dung trong hé va cira dwéng phan giéi COLREGS Demarcation Line*

+ Tat ca cac thu Canh Buwém mang Loc Rua phai dé Mo phia trén.

« Cac khung Loc Rua phai co kich thudc it nhat la 32" x 32" vei khoang cach thanh xa nhau khéng duwoc qua 3 inch.
o Néu dé Loc Riia & mikc do tir 46-55 do, thi chi lwdi & 16 thoat ndp phi khong dwoc Iém hon chi #15.

o Néu dé Loc Rua & mikc dé tir 45 db hodc nhd hon, chi ludi & 16 thoat ndp phl cé thé virot qué chi #15.

(Xem mau hinh cho phép bén dudi)

*Buang phan gisi COLREGS Demarcation Line dé cap dén cac quy dinh quéc t vé ngén chan va cham trén bién nam 1972.

Mau hinh cho phép Yéu cau 1
Yéu chu md 161 thoat
= 5 3 t6i thidu
Téi thidu cho chidu Toi thieu cho chieu nga
nga ctia Loc Riia 55 cta Loc Rua 45 d6 B£6 md ca 16i thoat
dé chi ludi pht khéng hodc nhé hon chi lwdi B Buerg g 1gang (o 03] phai 1a 44 inch khi kéo
duoc Ion hon chi#15 || Phu ¢ thé vuot qua R déi theo chiéu ngang
a chi#15. va 1t nhat phai Ia 20
inch khi kéo dai theo
/ \ / \ chiéu doc.
Céc thirc do phéi duoc
mj‘ thure hign riéng.
Thanh Thanh | Thanh ||Thanh
thang cong thang || cong T ——
nihdt phal 1 20 inch
_ Yéu ciu 3
Chiéu dai t6i da ctia ndp pha

Khoang cach ctia manh
Iwéi da dau xuéng vao bén
canh clung ctia khung Loc
Rua

Loc Rua va khoang cac
thanh.

Do khoang cach tir bén canh
va sau khung Loc Riia dén
canh dudi clia nap ludi phi
tir A dén B.

Bo khoang cach ndp dugc
gan ngoai ria sau clia
khung Loc Rua C dén D.

GAEAEEE S LS 2

Cach do nay phai dugc lay Cédch do nay phai duoc

ngay d‘wdi‘vé é'v.gil‘,rg khyng am . lay & dudiva & gitra
Loc Ria va lwdi phi khéng Téi da 67 khung Loc Ria do xuéng
’ duoc virot qua 24 inch khi P pemie tir C dén D va khéng
Toi da| 24” Loc Rua dang treo |én (khong duoc vuot qua 6 inch khi
duoc kéo cang ra) Loc Rla dang treo 1én.
@ Céc thanh xa nhau khdng {khong dvoc kéo céng ra)
[dwoc qua 3 inch.. =
Khuyén nghi khi cét 16 cho chiéu dai Khuyén nghi khi ¢t 16 cho chiéu réng
Do chiéu dai i : Do canh dau
Luu §; Nhing kich thuee dé SIS o kg Lo
— h;\EIdlaf‘;!;::mGu aen Do khoang céch tir T & [ Do khoang céch doc theo
ma 13 diéu & nghi dé lm khung Loc Rua tré vé / canh clia 16 thoat da cét
Hleg ol o i b phia trudc doc theo bén Y/ | trGden H.
héng canh clia |8 thoat = Il kni cang ra phai ct ft nht 12 ‘
H c&t dén canh diu ca 16 g 56 inch hodic cai hon Khi kéo cang ra khodng
thodt, duoc cét tir E dén i 1 céch nay khuyén nghi 12
F. < nén o6 kich thudc béng
Khluyzén nghi cat it nhat = o 56 inch hoac lon hon.
R Khuyén nghi cét t6i thidu &y i
T T l& 20 inch khi kéo céng y ol Chua y: Kich thuoe do
| ra. Lz nay ciing phai duoc do
I J ol 2 f chung véi ndp [udi phi
= di kem theo.
i J |

Tai liu nay cung cép cac huwéng dén dé do dd mé thoat nép don 44 inch cho cac Loc Rua clng
lwéi don. Cac hwéng dan nay tém tat cac quy dinh tai 50 C.F.R.223.206 (d)(2)(ii)(A)(3), 223.206
(d)(3)() va 223.207 (a)(4), (a)(6), @)(7)(iI)(A), (d)(3)(i) va (d)(3)(v). Céc chii s& hitu va nha khai
thac tau co trach nhiém sl dung cac hwdng dan nay dé dam bao rang Loc Rua clia ho dap trng tat
ca cac yéu cau quy dinh.



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/bycatch/turtle-excluder-device-compliance-information

Skimmer TED Regulations Effective August 1, 2021
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* COLREGS Demarcation Line refers to the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 1972.

Allowable Configurations

Maximum Grid Angle || Maximum Grid Angle

45 Degrees
Flap Twine Can



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/bycatch/turtle-excluder-device-compliance-information
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dwoc 16n hon chi #15 Phﬁwcmigo'tqué



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/bycatch/turtle-excluder-device-compliance-information

SKIMMER TRAWL TED REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM

The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) currently has a program to provide financial assistance to Mississippi
skimmer fishermen that are now required to use TEDs. Through a TED gear reimbursement program, fishermen may be
reimbursed for NOAA-approved TEDs installed on their commercial vessels. The TED gear reimbursement program is funded by
a National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) grant.

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for this program, fishermen must meet the following criteria (a separate online application must be submitted
for each qualified vessel):

* Must be a Mississippi resident.

* Must have had a 2018-2019 or 2019-2020 and a current 2020-2021 Mississippi resident commercial shrimp license for a
skimmer trawl vessel 40 feet and over (license type 52 or 53).

* A maximum of two NOAA-approved TEDs and installation will be reimbursed per qualified licensed vessel
not to exceed $700 ($350 per TED).

* Must apply online via MDMR website at arcg.is/luamKq0.
* Must watch MDMR-NOAA Gear Monitoring Team video information on specifications for the skimmer TEDs.

* Qualified shrimpers can register online and will be required to purchase the TEDs within 90 days of the
date of submitting their online application to receive reimbursement from MDMR.

* This program will end July 31, 2021.
APPLY FOR THE PROGRAM
* Applications open: 8 a.m. on April 1,2021
* Applications close: 11:59 p.m. on July 31, 2021

All applications submitted before the deadline will be considered. No late applications will be considered and there will be no

appeals if the deadline is missed.

For assistance submitting a reimbursement application, contact

Mike Brainard with the MDMR at 228-374-5000 or email SkimmerTED@dmr.ms.gov.



https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/dbd432df6ea5435fb5703cdc58715ea7

MISSISSIPPI SHRIMP LANDINGS 2016-2020

'The blue bars represent the total number of pounds of shrimp landed for the given year while the blue-green bar represents the
average shrimp landings over the 5-year period. The yellow line represents the total value in dollars of shrimp landed for the given
years and the 5-year average. The highest landings and value, 11,214,938 pounds and $18,963,202 respectively, occurred in 2017.
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2020 MISSISSIPPI SHRIMP LANDINGS BY MONTH

The blue bars represent the totals pounds of shrimp landed each month in 2020 and the yellow line represents the total monthly
value in dollars of those 2020 landings. The highest landings of shrimp in 2020 occurred in August at 1,425,327 pounds and the
highest monthly value occurred in August at $2,593,146.22.
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MDMR BEGINS SAMPLING
FOR THE ANNUAL OPENING OF BROWN SHRIMP SEASON

The MDMR Shrimp and Crab Bureau, along with the Gulf Coast Research Laboratory’s (GCRL) Center for Fisheries
Development, recently began extensive sampling for brown shrimp in the Mississippi Sound. The sampling is necessary for
MDMR’s fisheries scientists to determine the exact date for the opening of the 2021 shrimp season. GCRL staff pull beam
plankton nets in the Back Bay of Biloxi to sample brown shrimp post larvae. The post larval stage is the stage of the shrimp’s life
cycle when it is extremely small (less than 25 millimeters (mm) or 0.98 inches).

2021 Post Larval Brown Shrimp Abundance
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. PL Brown Shrimp Temp

MDMR staft pulls otter trawls coast-wide to sample juvenile (26-40 mm or 1.02-1.57 inches) and adult brown shrimp

(greater than 40mm or 1.57 inches). For a shrimp to be of legal size (68 count per pound), it must be approximately 100 mm

or 3.94 inches long. The brown shrimp season’s opening date can be determined when most of the shrimp are of that legal size.
Environmental factors such as salinity, water temperature, rainfall and moon phase are also considered when setting the opening
of the season. The optimum growing conditions for brown shrimp occur when the salinities are above 10 parts per thousand (ppt)
and water temperatures are greater than 68 degrees Fahrenheit (°F).
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Localized Rainfall (Biloxi)
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Photo courtesy of Charlie Taylor




COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN
TRIP TICKETS - MONTHLY SUBMISSION FORMS REQUIRED

A Fresh Product Permit is required if you sell your catch to anyone other than a licensed seafood dealer or processor and/

or transport your catch out-of-state. This is a reminder that while in possession of a Fresh Product Permit, you must submit a
Monthly Submission Form by the 10th of the following month indicating the number of trips taken, even if that number is zero.
See example Mississippi trip ticket — single trip form on page 10. If you sell your catch to anyone other than a licensed seafood
dealer or processor and/or transport your catch out of state, you must fill out a trip ticket for each trip and submit it with your
Monthly Submission Form. See example trip ticket monthly submission form on page 13. Your reports are valuable to fisheries
managers for catch monitoring and documentaion of effort in the fishery. The regulatory authority is provided below.

TITLE 22 PART 09 - RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR STATISTICAL REPORTING AND CONFIDENTIALITY OF STATISTICAL
DATA FOR MARINE FISHERIES

IN THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

CHAPTER 05 FRESH PRODUCT PERMIT/SECONDARY FRESH PRODUCT PERMIT

100 A licensed commercial fisherman may only sell to a seafood dealer/processor. A validly licensed commercial fisherman
may sell only their catch to a consumer if they have in their possession a fresh product permit obtained from the MDMR.
A secondary fresh product permit may be obtained from the MDMR for a commercial fisherman’s spouse or family
member that will allow them to sell their catch to consumers while the commercial fisherman continues to fish. There will

be no fee for this permit.

CHAPTER 06 SEAFOOD REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
100 Each seafood dealer/processor is hereby required to complete Mississippi trip tickets provided by the MDMR.
Commercial fishermen, who sell their catch to individuals other than a Mississippi dealer/processor or transport their

catch out-of-state, are hereby required to complete Mississippi trip tickets provided by the MDMR and be in possession
of a fresh product permit. A completed Mississippi trip ticket is only required for the initial point of sale of the seafood

product. All trip tickets shall be returned to the MDMR or electronically submitted on or before the 10th of each month

for actual transactions from every commercial fisherman during the preceding month. A trip ticket summary form that
states the total trips taken in a given month shall be submitted by the 10th of each month by the seafood dealer/processor

or commercial fisherman.

CHAPTER 13 SECTION 100 PENALTIES
Any unlawful act under this Part committed by any person, firm, or corporation shall be deemed a violation of the provisions
of this Part and shall constitute a misdemeanor and upon conviction, said person shall be punished in accordance with

Mississippi Code Ann. § 49.15.63, as amended, unless a penalty is specifically provided elsewhere in the Mississippi
Code Ann. of 1972, as amended.

If you have any questions or need help, please contact the Trip Ticket Office at 228-374-5000.




EXAMPLE
I_ Illllllllllllll MISSISSIPPI TRIP TICKET SINGLE TRIP [FORM 100] —l
r vo'd
TICKET NO. 1314482 Continuation Ticket No. Ticket
FISHERMAN PROVIDED INFORMATION VESSEL NAME Lady Delio. _ _7
Commec!alF sherman’'s Name (Please Print) Coast Guard Documented
“Joan, Dot et~ LB
: , State Vossel Registration Ii .
Number
Fisherman'sLic. | O 0 | 2 3 4 g a @ 01 T T s (] 51 (S
DateLeftDock 0 f / 0 8/ | 9 Fishing Time I & G &

SEAFOOD DEALER OR FRESH PRODUCT PERMITTEE PROVIDED INFORMATION
[Seafood Dealer or Fresh Product Permittee's Name (Please Print)

‘  A&Cio@o&¥ TransactionDate 0 4 / | O/ | 9
StateLanded 2 8  CountyLanded f -] Dealer's Lic.or Fresh Product PermitNo. | OO 0 3 2. |
Species

Void Species Quantity Unit Cond Count OR Market Price per Unit
WS 13409 , 3] LB bl lL-20 §.3d $l&:'>——-f
WS 1340 , 84 LB bo 3| -35 X.806 [$235.2°—
BS 12310 140 L8 Lo BL-YD &‘{ol_ap"
B W $ =
o L) $ ;
S s y = . i$ =
ad $
s B $
Wl $ |
o 8 S =

$ i
) L$_
_ =

TEM _ Total Purchases i

= - otal oeauwom ]

| DMR C opy sa«% DEALER % FRESH PRODUCT E SIGNATURE I
Modifad 110111

A Example of Single Trip Ticket




EXAMPLE

[ WM B

TRIP TICKET
MONTHLY SUBMISSION FORM
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
Trip Ticket Coordinator
1141 Bayview Avenue
Biloxi, MS 39530
(228) 374-5000 or (800) 374-3449

This report must be submitted monthly in order to comply with the requirements of MS Title 22 Part 9 and rules and regulations adopted
pursuant to those statutes. Completed trip tickets for the time period should accompany this form. DO NOT STAPLE TRIP TICKETS.

USE BLUE OR BLACK INK ONLY

Fresh Product or Dealer License Number

LicenseNo. | | | QO | O 3|2 | CurrentDate: [ O G| / | O L‘ /11 5

Reporting Period

From:OS/O‘/ \5
To:05/3‘/\

No of tickets O

By signing this document | hereby certify the following:

the attached trip tickets represent all transactions of fish and shellfish obtained from anyone other
than a licensed dealer for the reporting period described above.

all records (receipts) submitted in this report constitute all transactions required to be reported by law.

all the attached information is accurate and accounts for all actual business transactions required to
be submitted in this report.

| uderstand that providing false information may result in criminal consequrences.
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A Example of Monthly Trip Ticket
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DERELICT TRAP REMOVAL PROGRAM FOR SHRIMPERS

This Derelict Trap Removal Program is being led by Mississippi State University (MSU) Extension Service, Mississippi
Commercial Fisheries United (MSCFU), Mississippi Coalition for Vietnamese-American Fisher Folks & Families
(MSCVAFF) and the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Marine Debris Program. The
program was designed to encourage proper disposal year-round of derelict crab traps being trawled up by Mississippi
shrimpers. Shrimpers who participate in the program can dispose of derelict traps that they encounter while shrimping in
exchange for a reward. The program continues through January 2021. You can qualify for the program if you possess a current
Mississippi shrimping license. There are four disposal locations along the coast.



http://coastal.msstate.edu/crab-traps

2021 MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION CERTIFICATE

The shrimp fishery has been reclassified from a Category I1I to a Category II fishery under the Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA) by NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). This means all commercial shrimp vessels must be registered
and have an authorization certificate onboard. Commercial shrimpers with valid federal permits are automatically registered for

the program.

Commercial fishermen who believe they should be registered but have not been or who want to verify they are registered in the
NMFS Southeast Region, should contact the NMFS Southeast Regional Office MMAP Hotline at 727-209-5952.

For convenience, a copy of the certificate follows this article. The MMPA certificate issued in 2020 remains in effect, valid through
December 31, 2021, for vessel or gear owners participating in all Category I and II fisheries as of the final 2021 List of Fisheries.

More information can be found online at
fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/marine-mammal-authorization-program.

NOAA’s NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS)
2020 MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION CERTIFICATE

Authorization:

Pursuant to Section 118 of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (VMIMPA) (16 U.S.C. 1387). the
implementing regulations at 50 CFR. Part 229, and subject to the terms and conditions below, NMFS
issues this Authorization Certificate, which, when presented in combination with a current and valid
federal fishing permit, authorizes the taking of non-endangered marine mammals incidental to
commercial fishing in Category I or II fisheries.

Terms and Conditions:

* All incidental mortality or injury of marine mammals occurring in the course of
commercial fishing operations must be reported to NMFS within 48 hours after
the end of each fishing trip in which the incidental mortality or injury occurred.

* This Authorization Certificate, or a photocopy, nmst be on board the vessel during
commercial fishing operations.

* Authorzation Certificate holders mmst comply with any applicable take reduction plans
and emergency regulations.

* Ifrequested to do so by NMFS or a designated contractor providing observer services to
NMEFS, an Authonization Certificate holder nmst take aboard an observer to accompany
the vessel on fishing trips.

* When necessary to deter a marine mammal from damaging fishing gear, catch, other
private property, or from endangering personal safety, the vessel owner, operator, or
crew members may use measures which do not result in serious mjury or mortality of
the animal, as required by the deterrence provisions of the MMPA.

* A marine mammal may not be intentionally killed in the course of commercial fishing
operations except where imminently necessary in self-defense or to protect the life ofa
person m immediate danger. Such lethal taking nust be reported to NMFS within 48
hours. Any marmne mammal mcidentally taken nmst be immediately returned to the sea
unless NMFS directs otherwise.

® This Authorization Certificate, or copy, must be made available upon request to any
state or federal enforcement agent authonized to enforce the MMPA any designated
agent of NMFS, or any contractor providing observer services to NMFS.

®  This certificate 1s not transferable. In the event of a change in vessel ownership, the
Authorization Certificate 1s void and a new Authorization Certificate nmst be obtamed
by the new owner.

*  Ifthe registered vessel is sold or destroyed or 1s replaced by a new designated vessel, an
authorization must be obtamned for the new vessel

* Any person who violates these Terms and Conditions, regulations under 50 CFR. Part
229, or any provisions of Section 118 of the MMPA shall be subject to the penalties set
forth in the MMPA.

¢ This certificate 1s valid from Jamary 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/marine-mammal-authorization-program

BONNET CARRE 2019 FISHERIES DISASTER DECLARATION

On September 25,2019, then Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross approved the Disaster Declaration for
American Fishing Communities. For 2019, Congress appropriated $165 million for fishery disasters. MDMR
staff continues to work with NOAA to develop a comprehensive recovery program using $21 million dollars
awarded to Mississippi to address the impacts to marine fisheries as a result the opening of the Bonnet Carré
Spillway allocated in 2019. The MDMR accepted public comments in late 2020 on 12 proposed programs to
help the fisheries recover from the freshwater impacts in 2019. As of March 2021, NOAA is reviewing the
MDMR proposed spend plan.
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Audubon Nature Institute

G.U.L.E

Gulf United for Lasting Fisheries

AUDUBON NATURE INSTITUTE'S GULF UNITED FOR LASTING FISHERIES

Gulf United for Lasting Fisheries (GULF) is the sustainable seafood program out of Audubon Aquarium of the Americas in New
Orleans. Since 2012, GULF has been dedicated to promoting and advancing the sustainability of Gulf of Mexico fisheries.

While there is rigorous fisheries management in the U.S., many retail and food service companies have developed strict sourcing
policies requiring third-party assurances of seafood sustainability. To meet this need, GULF works with MDMR and local fishermen
in Mississippi and around the Gulf to help fisheries advance sustainability with consideration for the local culture and economy. GULF
also supports the seafood industry in demonstrating and communicating their sustainability and improvement efforts.

GULF’S INITIATIVES:

GULF Responsible Fisheries Management Certification - Seafood certification offers an objective and neutral assessment of a

fishery, and third-party certification is increasingly a requirement for products in the marketplace. Audubon GULF created the GULF
Responsible Fisheries Management (RFM) Certification to meet the needs of Gulf of Mexico fisheries seeking third party certification.
GULF RFM is recognized by the Global Sustainable Seafood Initiative (GSSI), a requirement in most retail sustainable sourcing
policies.

Fishery Improvement Projects (FIPs) - Retailers recognize that many fisheries face challenges in achieving certification for a variety
of reasons. FIPs provide a tool for these fisheries to demonstrate a commitment to sustainability. FIP stakeholders participate in the
development and implementation of a workplan to advance the fishery against sustainability certification standards, with the option to
become certified in the future. See GULF’s website for details on the Mississippi Shrimp FIP.

WAYS TO BE INVOLVED IN SUSTAINABILITY:

GULF cutrently leads shrimp FIPs in Texas, Louisiana, Alabama, and Mississippi. The Mississippi
FIP is currently working on a transition to a comprehensive FIP, which is a more rigorous project
JOIN with greater market recognition. A Marine Stewardship Council pre-assessment is underway for the
A FIP Mississippi and Alabama shrimp fisheries. Once its completed, GULF will work with the fishery to
develop an action plan to address any barriers to certification. Contact GULF if interested in providing
input during this process and/or FIP membership.

Schedule a courtesy gear check to have your TEDs inspected while the vessel is at the dock to ensure
they are fully compliant. There are no penalties associated with these courtesy inspections and they
OTTER demonstrate the industry’s commitment to sustainability. Courtesy checks are conducted by GULF’s
TRAWLS expert consultant or the NOAA Gear Monitoring Team (separate from NOAA enforcement). Contact
GULF for more information. NOTE: Courtesy checks are on hold during COVID-19 closures and
will resume when they can be conducted safely.

Display a tow time decal on your vessel. This is an easy step to demonstrate the industry’s
dedication and compliance with tow times. To receive a decal, contact Laura Deighan at
ldeighan@auduboninstitute.org or Jason Saucier with MDMR at jason.saucier@dmr.ms.gov.

SKIMMER
TRAWLS

If you have any questions about GULF or our projects, contact Laura Deighan
at ldeighan@auduboninstitute.org or 504-717-0737 or visit audubongulf.org.



http://audubongulf.org/

DATA WANTED

Asian Tiger Shrimp (Penaeus monodon) is an invasive species which may pose environmental threats,
such as spreading disease, aggression toward native shrimp and competition for food and habitat.
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A photo credit: Lauren Evans, Ecotao Enterprises A photo credit: Captain Benjamin Lopez, F/V Lady Monica, by Tony Reisinger

CHARACTERISTICS REPORTING YOUR TIGER SHRIMP

* Distinct dark and light “tiger” striped

pattern along their shell * Captain’s name and/or vessel name
* Date and time
* Can grow to more than 10 inches long * Location (latitude and longitude)
and weigh more than one-half pound * Water depth

* Smaller juveniles may be found in the bays

d he sh
and near the shore Call MDMR 228-523-4038, or email jason.saucier@dmr.ms.gov.
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ENHANCE PROTECT CONSERVE

SHRIMP AND CRAB BUREAU
1141 Bayview Avenue
Biloxi, Mississippi 39530

dmr.ms.gov

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

The Honorable Tate Reeves, Governor

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF
MARINE RESOURCES

Joe Spraggins, Executive Director

MISSISSIPPI ADVISORY COMMISSION
ON MARINE RESOURCES
Ronnie Daniels, Chairman
Charter Boat Operators

Natalie Guess, Vice Chairman
Nonprofit Environmental
Organizations

Cammack (Cam) A. Roberds

Recreational Sports Fishermen

Vacant
Commercial Seafood Processors

Vacant
Commercial Fishermen

COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS?
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
Shrimp and Crab Bureau
228.374.5000

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT
OPEN AND CLOSED AREAS, CALL
THE SHRIMP HOTLINE
1.866.WE.TRAWL or 1.866.938.7295

Photos courtesy of Biloxi Local History and
Genealogy Department / Image Collection



https://dmr.ms.gov/shrimp-crab/



