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Employment Updates

New Hires

• Kyle Wigginton – Started March 16, 2023 – ENR Specialist I – Marine Fisheries (Finfish) 
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Discussed at the February 2023 meeting:
 The Commission recommended and the Director approved the following motions:

1) Approval of the following State Saltwater Finfish Records.

a. Conventional Tackle 
1. Mutton Snapper (Lutjanus analis)-5 lbs. 8.8 oz. – Johnny Montgomery

b. Fly Tackle
1.  Sheepshead (Archosargus probatocephalus) – 8 lbs. 1.6 oz. – Doug Borries
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Request for Permit by: 
Jackson County Board of Supervisors

Permit: DMR22-000773

 Location: Beach Bayou Ave and Racetrack Rd, Biloxi

 Use District: (G) General Use District

 Agent: Brown, Mitchell, & Alexander, INC.

G1d



 Creation of Boat Ramp and Associated Piers, Canal, 
and Parking Area
 Fill: 

 0.0108 acre of Coastal Wetlands (tidal marsh) – Boat ramp
 0.05 acre of non-tidal wetlands – Parking area

 Boat Ramp: 20’ in width; 96 cubic yards fill (unvegetated 
water bottoms)

 Dredging (canal): 336’ x 30’
 Current depth: 2’ MLLW
 Proposed depth: 4.5’ MLLW

 Piers (2): Each 70’ x 5’
 Breakwater: 70’ vinyl or timber

Project Description
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 c) Variance to the MS Coastal Program…
 Miss. Admin. Code Title 22, Part 23, Chapter 8, Section 

101.01,114.01, and 117.3
 101.01..“(Boat Ramps) Must be located in areas which do not require 

the destruction of sensitive coastal wetlands...”
 114.01.. “Permanent filling of coastal wetlands below the mean high tide 

line because of potential adverse and cumulative environmental 
impacts is not authorized”

 117.3..“A minimum ten-foot (10-foot) buffer must be maintained between 
dredging/excavation and any wetlands”

 This variance request was justified under Miss. Admin. 
Code Title 22, Part 23, Chapter 8, Section 118.04
 states “The activity requires a waterfront location; there is a significant 

public benefit in the activity; and a public hearing has been held.”

Applicable Decision Factors



Applicable Decision Factors
continued

 e) The extent to which the proposed activity affects 
biological integrity of coastal wetlands…

 Mitigation Proposed
 3:1 ratio: 1,587 square feet
 Debris removal: Litter cleanup
 Planting of S. alterniflora and J. roemerianus

 Will transplant impacted vegetation 
 In accordance with MDMR’s Marsh Restoration and Creation Guidelines
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Applicable Decision Factors
continued

 l) Comments…
 Notification of the project appeared in The Sun Herald on 

January 18, January 22, and January 29, 2023.
 Notification was also posted to the MDMR website on January 

18, 2023, to present
 MDEQ: No Comments
 MDAH: No Objection
 MS DWFP: No Comments
 MS SOS: Rent exempt public trust tidelands lease is required

 A public hearing was held on February 23, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. 
and no comments were received



Recommendation
 The staff of the Department of Marine Resources has conducted a 

thorough evaluation of the project and has made findings on the 
decision factors in accordance with the Mississippi Coastal Program 
(MCP). Based on the results of these findings, it has been determined 
that the project is consistent with the MCP because the project serves 
a higher public purpose. 

 Staff requests a motion that the Commission recommend to the 
Executive Director:
 Approval of the Requested Variances
 Approval of the proposed mitigation plan
 Approval of the Requested Permit
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Agency Financial Results
as of February 28, 2023
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Key Metrics: 
State Revenue of $5.0M

Agency Revenue of $21.4M

State Net Income of ($116K)

Agency Net Income of ($1.6M)
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Financial Budget Comparison
 After eight months of Fiscal Year 2023:

 Operating Funds have 86.5% of Budget remaining
 Tidelands Trust Fund has 49.8% of Budget remaining
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Trevor Moncrief
March 21, 2023

K.1.



All Tackle Record



All Tackle (Electric Reel)
Fishing Record

Blueline Tilefish
Caulolatilus microps

Old Record: 2 lbs. 13 oz.
New Record: 12 lbs. 5.6 oz.

Angler: Joshua Taylor







Conventional Tackle Record



Conventional Tackle
Fishing Record

Gulf Smoothhound
Mustelus sinusmexicanus

New Record: 23 lbs. 15.99 oz.

Angler: Cooper Seibert







Motion to Recommend Adoption of  
New State Records
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Join Us at the Celebrate the Gulf Marine Education Festival!
April 1, 2023

War Memorial Park, Pass Christian, MS



Celebrate the Gulf Marine Education Festival – April 1, 2023
This year we have 243 entries in the student art contest and 
11 entries for the Student Science Showcase.

We expect over 5,000 people to enjoy the festival! Join us!
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