




Discussed at the June 2023 meeting:
 The Commission recommended and the Director approved the 

following motions: 

 1) A fine to be issued to Doug DeLuca in the amount of $1500 
for work completed without a permit on the Chambers’ project 
located at Bayou Circle, Gulfport, MS.  The fine is to be paid 
within 45 days or the matter will be forwarded to the Attorney 
General’s Office for further enforcement. 



2) The proposed changes to Title 22 Part 1 Rules and Regulations for 
Molluscan Shellfish Related Activities that conform to the 
requirements of SB2544 be forwarded to the MS Secretary of 
State’s Office for final adoption. 

3) Approval of the following State Saltwater Finfish Records:
 Youth Conventional Tackle
 1. Cownose Ray (Rhinoptera bonasus) – 30 lbs 5.6 oz – Rodie Armes
 2. Atlantic Needlefish (Strongylura marina) – 0 lbs. 7.06 oz. – Rodie Armes
 3. Gray Triggerfish (Balistes capriscus) – 5 lbs. 15.2 oz. – Thomas Brown



Request for Permit by: 
MDMR Beneficial Use of Dredged Material Program

File: DMR23-000104

 Location: Southeastern Cat Island, Mississippi Sound

 Use District: (G) General Use District

 Agent: Renee Robertson, Anchor QEA

G-1b



Project Description

 Impacts
 Fill of 660 acres of unvegetated waterbottoms, creating:

 210 acres of marsh habitat
 322 acres of dune habitat
 162 acres of submerged berm habitat

 Dredging of 13,100,000 cubic yards from the USACE disposal site 
located on the eastern site of the Gulfport Federal Navigation Channel 
to create 25,000 linear feet of containment berms

 Creation of sediment berms with dredged material
 Berm crest – 8 feet mean lower low water (MLLW)
 Berm crest width–300 feet
 Berm base width – maximum of 1100 feet

 Construction of marsh with dredged material 
 Final elevations ranging from -0.5 to 3.0 feet MLLW











Applicable Decision Factors
continued

 c) Variance to the MS Coastal Program…
 Miss. Admin. Code, Title 22 Part 23, Ch. 08, Part 114.01

 “Permanent filling of coastal wetlands below the mean high tide line because of 
potential adverse and cumulative environmental impact is not authorized.”

 Justified under Miss. Admin. Code, Title 22 Part 23, Chapter 8, Part 
118.01
 “The impacts on Coastal Wetlands would be no worse than if the requirements 

were followed.”



Applicable Decision Factors
continued

 l) Comments…
 Public Notice

 Notification of the project appeared in the Sun Herald on May 
7, 14, and 21, 2023 

 MS DEQ: Issued 401 WQC July 5, 2023
 MS DAH: No comments
 MS SOS: No objections
 MS DWFP: No objections



Recommendation
 The staff of the Department of Marine Resources has conducted a 

thorough evaluation of the project and has made findings on the 
decision factors in accordance with the Mississippi Coastal Program 
(MCP). Based on the results of these findings, it has been 
determined that the project is consistent with the MCP because it 
serves a higher public purpose. 
 Restoration of 660 acres on the southeastern tip of Cat Island
 Providing a Beneficial Use (BU) site in western Mississippi Sound

 Staff requests a motion that the Commission recommend to the Executive 
Director:
 Approve the Requested Variance
 Approve the Permit as Requested



Agency Financial Results
 as of June 30, 2023
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Key Metrics: 
State Revenue of $6.1M

 
Agency Revenue of $66.9M

State Net Income of ($1.8M)

Agency Net Income of $30.2M
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Financial Budget Comparison
 After twelve months of Fiscal Year 2023:

 Operating Funds have 78.2% of Budget remaining
 Tidelands Trust Fund has 22.9% of Budget remaining
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