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Employment Updates

Promotions:

• Dawn Thompson – Promoted June 16, 2025 – Environmental/Natural Resources Specialist II –
Office of Marine Fisheries
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Discussed at the June 2025 meeting:

The Commission recommended and the Director approved:

o A motion to recommend to the Executive Director that proposed

changes to Title 22, Part 23 Mississippi Coastal Program be sent

to the Secretary of State’s Office for Notice of Intent.

o A motion to recommend to the Executive Director that the

proposed changes to Title 22, Part 6 for Live Bait Activities be

filed with the Secretary of State’s Office for final adoption with

the proposed effective date to be 30 days from filing.



o Motion to approve the following State Saltwater Finfish
Record:

Almaco Jack (Seriola rivoliana)
40 lbs. 15.2 oz. – Tim Shivers
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Request for Permit by: 

City of Biloxi
DMR24-000035

• Location: Point Cadet, near Cadet Street and HWY 90 bridge, Biloxi 

Bay, Harrison County

• Use District: (G) General Use District

• Agent: BMA, Patrick Mooney

• Project Purpose/Need: Create habitat for the growth and development 

of commercial and recreational marine species 

G.1a



Project Description

• Filling of Coastal Wetlands

• 6.51 acres of unvegetated waterbottoms

• Tidal emergent marsh and high marsh

• Island habitat

• Fill to eliminate a low spot

• Sand beach

• Submerged and emergent breakwaters

• Structures should not exceed height of 2.8’ NAVD88



Project Location



Project Diagram



Variance Requests

• Title 22, Part 23 (MS Coastal Program):
• Chapter 8, Section 114.01 “Permanent filling of coastal 

wetlands below the mean high tide line because of 

potential adverse and cumulative environmental impacts 

is not authorized.”

• Justification: 

• Chapter 8, Section 118.01 “The impacts on Coastal 

Wetlands would be no worse than if the requirements were 

followed.”



Public and Agency Notice and Comments

• Public Notice

• Notification of the proposed project appeared 

in The Sun Herald on May 18 & 25, June 1, 2025

• Notification of the proposed project appeared 

on the MDMR website from May 16 to June 4, 

2025



Public and Agency Notice and Comments

• Inquiry for consideration of ‘Glass Half Full’ or 

similar alternative 

• Concerns for sources of funding for project



Public and Agency Notice and Comments

• MDEQ: No comments received

• MDAH: No comments received

• MS SOS: A rent exempt lease will be required



Staff Recommendation

• The staff of the Department of Marine Resources has 

conducted a thorough evaluation of the project and has 

made findings on the decision factors in accordance with 

Title 22, Part 23 (Mississippi Coastal Program). The project 

would serve a higher public interest by:
• Creating nearshore habitat along the MS Gulf Coast

• Providing additional storm projection for tangent properties

• Facilitating the growth and development of valuable commercial and 

recreational marine species

• Increasing public recreational opportunities 



Staff Recommendation Cont’d
• Therefore, staff requests a motion that the Commission recommend to 

the Executive Director:

• Approve the requested Variance 

• Approve the Permit as requested

• Condition the Permit to contain the following: 

• Submission of adaptive management plan to be reviewed by 
MDMR staff prior to construction

• Coordination with US Coast Guard for necessary navigational 
aids at project location 

• The project area should be inspected for the presence of SAV 
during the growing season prior to implementation of the project. 
The survey report should be submitted to MDMR Wetlands 
Permitting staff at least 30 days prior to project commencement. If 
SAV is found in the project area, a final review and approval by 
MDMR staff should be required prior to project commencement
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THE MISSISSIPPI COASTAL PROGRAM

Updates and Reorganization

Final Adoption

June 2025 Commission Meeting

G-1b



Notice of Intent
• On June 17, 2025, the Advisory Commission 

recommended to the Executive Director that the 
proposed updates to Title 22, Part 23 be sent to the 
MS Secretary of State’s Office for Notice of Intent.

• The Executive Director approved the 
recommendation, and the Notice of Intent for 
proposed amendment to existing rules was filed with 
the SOS office on June 17, 2025.



Publication of Proposed
Regulation

• Notice of the proposed amendment was published in the Sun 
Herald on June 22, 2025.

• Notice of the proposed regulations was also posted on the 
MDMR website starting on June 18, 2025.



SOS NOI Notice
MDMR Website Notice

Sun Herald Notice



No public comments were received

Public Comments



Final Adoption

Staff requests a motion that the Commission recommend to the 
Executive Director that the proposed regulation be filed with the 

SOS’s office for Final Adoption with the effective date to be 30 days 
from filing.
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Agency Financial Results

 as of June 30, 2025

Commission on Marine Resources 27
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Key Metrics: 

State Revenue of $6.8M

 

Agency Revenue of $73.8M

State Net Loss of ($1.3M)

Agency Net Income of $19.6M
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 After twelve months of Fiscal Year 2025:

 Operating Funds have 82.4% of Budget remaining

 Tidelands Trust Fund has 28.0% of Budget remaining

Financial Budget Comparison
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Southeastern Law Enforcement 

Explorer Academy



HSSM Club Paws Summer Day 

Camp



STEMFest at 

INFINITY Science Center



Advanced Seed Production 

Training Program



Governor’s Saltwater Fishing 

Classic



MS Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo
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Trevor Moncrief

July 22, 2025



Conventional Tackle



Conventional Tackle Fishing Record

Gray Snapper

Lutjanus griseus

Old Record: 15 lbs. 7.79 oz.

New Record: 15 lbs. 9.6 oz.

Angler: Timothy Kennedy







All Tackle



All Tackle Fishing Record

Permit

Trachinotus falcatus

Old Record: 11 lbs. 11.20 oz.

New Record: 14 lbs. 3.2 oz.

Angler: Mike Aucoin







Youth Conventional Tackle



Youth Conventional Tackle Record

Bonnethead

Sphyrna tiburo

New Record: 8 lbs. 15.2 oz.

Angler: Riley Armes







Required Action:
Motion to recommend the approval of the 

State Records
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Teacher Workshops at the NERR



Let’s Get Batty! 

Guest speaker: Mandy Rigsby with MSU CREC 
with assistance from Emmett Carstens (NERR) 

Topic: Overview on bats and local bat research 
at the NERR. 

Teachers built bat boxes to take home. 

Teachers: 7

“I got… High level research in animal science. 
A new outlook on bats. So much research, 
which I LOVE!”



Teachers on the Estuary (TOTE)

Heard from 10 different NERR staff

Teachers learned about fire ecology, habitat 
restoration, and impacts in uplands and estuary

Teachers: 9

“I got… A wealth of background knowledge. Some 
motivation to implement new activities/tools into 
my classes.” 

“I got… The BEST workshop I have ever attended.” 

Enkindled in Ecology 



Speakers: Dr. Richard Buchholz and Kayleigh 
Mazariegos with University of Mississippi 

www.gulfseelife.org

Topic: GulfSeeLife app introduction, classroom 
application, and practice. 

Teachers: 21 over 2 days 

GulfSeeLife! 



“I got… An interesting new app to use in the classroom 
and a better understanding of Grand Bay NERR.” 

“I got…To walk the trail and notice local f lora and 
fauna and identify several plant species, some of 
which are invasive. To take a boat tour and trawl for 
marine species. A totally educational and fun 
experience. A tool, GulfSeeLife to use in creating 
awareness of species in our environment.”

GulfSeeLife! 
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