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MDMR accepting Off-Bottom Oyster Aquaculture Training applications  
March 9 – 20, 2026 

 
BILOXI, Miss. – The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) is accepting 

applications for the 2026–2027 Off-Bottom Oyster Aquaculture Training Program. 

Applications will be available beginning March 9, 2026, and will close at 11:59 p.m. on 

March 20, 2026. An informational session for applicants will be held the evening of 

Tuesday, March 31, 2026. 

The program is designed to provide aspiring commercial oyster farmers in Mississippi 

with a comprehensive foundation in off-bottom oyster aquaculture. The free 30-hour 

course equips participants with the essential knowledge necessary to begin oyster 

farming operations. Classes will be held on Saturday mornings from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.  

Course instruction will cover a wide range of topics including oyster biology, hatchery 

basics, nursery options, seed handling, farm site selection, overview of off-bottom 

culture gear, fouling control methods, business planning, licensing and permitting 

requirements, marketing tips and public health considerations 

Participants will receive approximately 10,000 oyster seed to gain hands-on experience 

in oyster culture and will have the opportunity to utilize one “run” of oyster farming gear 

within the Deer Island Oyster Park through May 30, 2027.  

The Off-Bottom Oyster Aquaculture Training Program has limited availability and 

priority selection will be given to individuals currently involved in the Mississippi 

commercial seafood industry, particularly those who have held commercial seafood 

licenses (harvester, processor, etc.) for at least three of the last five years. 

Interested participants must be at least 18 years old, possess a valid boat registration in 

the applicant’s name and must be a full-time Mississippi resident living in Hancock, 

Harrison or Jackson counties. For additional inquiries or further information, please 

contact MDMR Shellfish Bureau Director Jason Rider at 228-523-4037 or email 

oyster@dmr.ms.gov.  

The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting 

and conserving marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust 

wetlands, adjacent uplands and waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial,  
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recreational, educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with 

environmental concerns and social changes. Visit the DMR online at dmr.ms.gov. 

—END— 


