





EmploymentUpdates

|

New Hires:

e Noah Calhoun - Started on June 1, 2026 — Environmental/Natural Resources Specialist | - Shrimp and Crab
— Office of Marine Fisheries

e ZacharyHill - Started on June 8, 2026 — Environmental/Natural Resources Specialist | - Permitting — Office
of Coastal Resources Management

Promotions:

e Josh Waters - Started June 1, 2026 — From ENRS Ill to Environmental/Natural Resourcess Specialist Team
Lead - Finfish — Office of Marine Fisheries

Interns:

e Jude Alley - Started on June 15t - Office of Restoration & Resilience






G.1a
- —— Request for Certificate of Exclusion by:

Jackson County Port Authority
DMR26-000159

e Location: Wetlands adjacent to the Escatawpa River near Highway 63 in Moss
Point, Jackson County, MS

e Use District: (G) General Use District
e Agent: Lisa Morrison, Neel-Schaffer, Inc.

e Project Purpose/Need:

Provide additional railroad capacity and connectivity between existing
infrastructure

Support the growing needs of the Port of Pascagoula and Bayou Casotte
Harbor

Remove operational conflicts between railroads and accommodate the
restoration of passenger rail service



“Project Chronology

e 2019 (original project): Impact 4.89
acres with fill of wetland impacts of
tidal and tidally-influenced marsh
forested, non-tidal wetlands

e 2020 (15t modification): Adjust
footprint south, construct elevated
rail line with 0.9 acres of wetland fill

e 2023 (2" modification): Same path —
as previous but on fill of 3.27 acres e N



~—Project Description

(proposed modification)

e Fill of 0.38 acre of tidal and tidally-
influenced marsh

Bridge pilings for elevated rail
Rail on fill

Working platform

Crash wall

Reprofiling of existing rail







* 1.0 acre of tic




e Coastal Wetlands Use Plan

The proposed project is allowable within the (G)
General Use District



/

o Variance Requests

« Title 22, Part 23 (MS Coastal Program):

Rule 8.6A “Bridging must be used in preference to filling to create
roadbeds, railways, and other transportation facilities.”

Rule 8.6C “Except for the construction of replacement bridges and
approaches, transportation |mprovement projects must generally follow
existing alignments in coastal wetlands.”

Rule 8.15A “Permanent filling of coastal wetlands below the OHWM is
not authorized.”

e Justification:
Rule 8.19C “No feasible, alternative sites or construction techniques are available;
there is a significant public benéefit in the activity; and a public hearing has been
conducted.”
« Efficient transport of goods including those which support the nation’s energy
policy
« Economic benefits through job creation and tax revenue



/
Public and Agency Notification

P

e Public Notice

Notification of the project appeared in the Sun Herald on May 3, 10, and
17, 2026

« No public comments were received

Notification of the proposed project appeared on the MDMR web site
from April 30 to May 29, 2026.

¢ Public Hearing
May 28, 2026

« No public comments were received

e MDEQ: No comments received during the comment period.
e MDAH: No comments received regarding the current modification.
e MS SOS: Project area is held under a rent-exempt Tidelands Lease.



/
P Staff Recommendation

e The staff of the Department of Marine Resources has
conducted a thorough evaluation of the project and has
made findings on the decision factors in accordance with
Title 22, Part 23 of the Mississippi Coastal Program (MCP).

The project would serve a higher public interest by:

More efficient movement of goods by rail from Bayou Casotte
and the Port of Pascagoula

Economic benefits to Counties

e Therefore, staff requests a motion that the Commission
recommend to the Executive Director:

Approve the Requested Variance
Approve the Certificate of Exclusion as Requested







____—G1b

o Request for Permit by:

Gollott Seafood (Dale Gollott)
DMR26-000020

- Location: Bayview Avenue Back Bay of Biloxi, Harrison
County, MS

- Use District: (C) Commercial Use District

« Project Purpose/Need: To fill Coastal Wetlands and construct
a pier and bulkhead to support a shrimp processing facility.



P PrW

« Construction of approximately 280 ft of bulkhead to
be placed waterward of the existing riprap

* Fill of 0.1012 acre of Coastal Wetlands for shoreline
stabilization to prevent further erosion of
shoreline and undermining of a building
structure

- Construction of a pier 130 ft long and 16 ft in width












P — VaW

« 22 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 23 (MS Coastal Program) :

Rule 8.15.A “Permanent filling of coastal wetlands
below OHWM is not authorized.”

Rule 8.4.C “ Vertical face structures must be aligned
no further waterward than the current OHWM.”

« Justification:

Rule 8.19.D “The activity requires a waterfront

location; and a public hearing has been conducted.”

- The project requires a waterfront location. The business that operates
on the property is a shrimp processor that provides products
nationwide, and services commercial and recreational vessels in many
capacities.



~~—Public and Agm

 Public Notice

Notification of the proposed project appeared
in The Sun Herald on April 26, May 3, 10, 2026
and June 2, 7, 14, 2026.

Notification of the proposed project appeared
on the MDMR website starting on April 24,
2026, and June 3, 2026.

No public comments were received

Public Hearing held on May 19, 2026.

No public comments were received



~— Public and Agency Notice and Comments

MDEQ: No comments
MDAH: No comments
MDWFP: No comments

MS SOS: Stated that a Public Trust Tidelands Lease
will be required.

City of Biloxi: No comments



Staff Recommendation.
P

« The staff of the Department of Marine Resources
has conducted a thorough evaluation of the project
and has made findings on the decision factors in

accordance with Title 22, Part 23 (Mississippi
Coastal Program). The project would serve a higher

public interest by:

Preventing further erosion of the shoreline and the
undermining of a building structure that is part of a

water dependent industry.

- Therefore, staff requests a motion that the
Commission recommend to the Executive Director:

Approve the requested Variances
Approve the Permit as requested
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Youth Conventional Tackle

Tripletail
Lobotes surinamensis

Old Record: 19 lbs. 8.00 oz.
New Record: 23 Ibs. 7.04 oz.

Angler: Finn Lipps









Required Action:
Motion to recommend the approval of
the State Records
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