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JONATHAN MCLENDON':

We'll call the Mississippi Advisory
Commission on Marine Resources meeting to order.

Commissioner Osborne, can you lead us in
the Pledge?

(Pledge of Allegiance was recited.)
JONATHAN MCLENDON':

Thank you, sir.

General, you want to lead us in prayer?
JOE SPRAGGINS:

Yeah. Okay. Is this thing on? All
right.

Yeah. Before we do that, you know, we
Just want to thank everybody. Get prepared before
we go into this and think about, you know, even
though -- that they keep talking El1 Ninos and they
keep talking everything else, that we're in
hurricanes season. We're in hurricane season
right now, so be prepared for it. Everybody get
yourself together, get all your ducks in a row.

And, you know, hopefully, we will have a
year like we did last year, and we'll just pray to
the Lord that He will give us a year like we had

last year. So let's go to the Lord in prayer.
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(Moment of prayer.)
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

All right. First item on the agenda is
the approval of minutes. Do we have any comments
on the minutes?

(No response.)

JONATHAN MCLENDON :

Do we have a motion to accept the

minutes?

JASON OSBORNE:
Motion.

MATTHEW MAYFIELD:
Second.

JONATHAN MCLENDON :

All in favor?

(Unanimous vote.)
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

Motion passed.

Approval of the agenda today. Have any
comments on the agenda?

(No response.)

JONATHAN MCLENDON :

Motion to approve the agenda?

JASON OSBORNE:

Motion.
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RONNIE DANIELS:

Second.
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

All in favor?

(Unanimous vote.)
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

All right. Director, turning it over to
you for your report.
JOE SPRAGGINS:

Okay. Well, a couple of things here.

First off, we've got employment and
contracts. We have a new hire as Hailey Gray,
which is a customer service representative at the
Office of Marine Patrol.

Then we also have promotions. We have
Tonnor Segree, who was a law enforcement officer II
to corporal and now we have Aaron Smith, who was
law enforcement officer III to staff sergeant. And
we have Eric Gigli —-- I'll never say your name
right, Eric. God dang. No matter what it 1is.
Anyway, hey, Eric. But anyway, and he started on
May the 16th as the Finfish Bureau Director for
Marine Fisheries. So let's give them all a round.

(Round of applause.)
JOE SPRAGGINS:
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We also have some interns, and they will
start on June 1st and be part of the Coastal and
Marine Resource Rotational Program. What they're
going to do is they're basically going to go to
the NEER, Marine Fisheries, Coastal Resources
Management and Lyman Fish Hatchery, and they're
going to work a little bit at each place. And so
every one of them is going to have an opportunity
not to just look at one part of DMR but a lot of
parts of DMR.

And so we have some —-- Alex Gentry,
Patrick Moore, Mayah Peterson, Kaylee Radich,
Wyatt Richardson and Bailey Schmitt that will be
starting with us, so that's about six of them.
You know, the interns turn out to be fantastic for
us because if you go back and look through our
agency, you'll find a lot of interns that are now
full time with us. And they've worked with us as
an intern and then turned around and came to work
at Department of Marine Resources as part of
full-time employees.

That's a good thing. That's always a
great thing, so we get two things out of this.
Number 1, they get to see what the agency's all
about and what's happening, and Number 2, we get
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to see them and how they operate and what they do
and how they work. And so we get to look at
things two ways, and so it all works out for
everybody.

Any questions on that?

(No response.)

JOE SPRAGGINS:

All right. We've got a special thing
here to start out with our agency update. We've
got two young ladies that's in the audience out
here today that have really shown exceptional
skills in being able to do things. And especially
when you go to thinking about the State of
Mississippi and when you go compete for the State
of Mississippi and you compete for some type of
award, that's not one person. There's 3 million
people almost in this state. You're not competing
against your high school. You're not competing
against the school that you're in or just the city
that you're in. You're competing against the
State of Mississippi.

And to have both of these young ladies
to be able to do that and come away with gold
medals, that is amazing, isn't it? And I have the

privilege of having their father on this board
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with us, so that's another amazing thing.

But Bowen and Taylor Mayfield
presentation, what we're going to do, we have
certificates from NOAA taking the Pulse of the
Planet Award, Best in State —-- and Best in State,
both.

So what I want to do is I want to turn
it over to Matthew and let him talk about the two
young ladies first before we give them the
plaques.

MATTHEW MAYFIELD:

Okay. So they're in eighth grade, Bowen
and Taylor, at Ocean Springs Middle School, and the
Jjourney began with a science fair project. They
kind of leaned in to what I'm doing and all things
oysters, and they came up with a project entitled,
"The Oyster: A Filtration Sensation."

And everyone at their school kind of
really enjoyed it and liked it and awarded it to
the point where they advanced to the regionals in
Long Beach, Mississippi. And so from —-- we got to
Long Beach and they won silver medal in their
division and they won a couple other awards, a NOAA
acknowledgement, and it qualified them for state.

And this year -- I talked about it last
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meeting —-- it was a little unfair in the fact that
when you advance to state, you'd like to do it on
school time, but the state science fair fell on
their spring break.

But they had great attitudes. They said,
let's go see what we can do in the northern part of
the state, and so we went to Booneville on their
spring break and they presented their project. And
lo and behold, they called third. We weren't
there. They called second. Once again, we made a
fine trip to the northern part of the state to
enjoy, but the gold medal came and it was theirs.
And we were tickled to death that they won gold
medal in their division.

We sat through the rest of the awards
patiently, and when it came time to announce best
in show, their names were called again and they got
up. So they were number one in the State of
Mississippl science fair project for middle
schoolers, and we're just -- can't tell you how
excited we are for them. We're happy.

(Round of applause.)

JOE SPRAGGINS:
Mom, come on.

SANDY CHESNUT':
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Come on, Mom.
JOE SPRAGGINS:

I'm going to let you give it to them
because you're the chairman.

First off, we want to thank y'all. Thank
you so much for all the hard work. I tell you
what, now, don't forget when you go to college,
Auburn i1s where you want to go. And after that,
you need to go to Department of Marine Resources in
Mississippi. Y'all got it down. Okay.

(Round of applause.)

JOE SPRAGGINS:

All right. What an honor. I'll tell
you, that is nice.

I know you're proud of them, Matthew.
MATTHEW MAYFIELD:

Very excited. It was just awesome. It
Just kept —-- they kept winning and we kept saying,
okay, let's go see how far it'll go, and it -- you
know it went as far as it can go. And it's
awesome. It's awesome for the Coast.

JOE SPRAGGINS:

Well, I'm sure they've got a future in a

lot of things. I'm not sure whether marine

resources will be it or not, but they've got a
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future. I'm sure. Thank you.
MATTHEW MAYFIELD:

Thank you.
JOE SPRAGGINS:

All right. Legislative update. Right
now, we're still working the same things that
we've been doing. Everything's passed as far as
any of the bills and all. We had, I think, four
that was passed for the Department of Marine
Resources, and so we will continue to operate with
them.

Things will come in effect on the 1st of
July. The only thing that went in -- you know,
we —— I take it back. Everything came in for the
1st of July, so we'll start the 1st of July, when
we will start the new bills.

We're still working on some things.
We're still working on, as far as our seafood
labeling bill, as to what we're going to do there.
Tt's getting there. I think we've got the
understanding of what we're going to do as far as
what you've got to put on your menu, what you're
going to have to do if you've got a store or
whatever, but those things are there.

What we're working on now is the
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labeling part of it. And when I say "labeling
part of it," 1is we're trying to come up with a
label. We're trying to come up with a Mississippi
seafood label and something different, something
that you can put in your store that if you're
selling Gulf fresh, Gulf seafood, and —-- something
you put in your restaurant and you can put a sign
up and say that I sell this. Something that you
can put, you know, it at your grocery store, even
to have it put out there that we sell Mississippi
seafood.

The idea is to be able to put this all
across the State of Mississippi and that's what
we're working on. We're coming up with a label,
and 1t will probably be -- it will probably be a
label that it's going to look -- I don't want to
say anything because -- but if I say about the
label and it changes, then something will be
wrong, but it's going to be something that will be
catchy, and you'll be able to do it.

And whenever —-- it will be something
that we do use that -- also that if you are -- if
your restaurant or your market or your grocery
store or whatever is doing Mississippi seafood,

we're going to go out and advertise for you.
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We're going to go out and advertise and be able to
advertise for you and tell you that this is where
you need to come.

And man, I tell you, we're hoping that
we can get everything done before Cruisin' the
Coast because that's what these people want to
know. Where do I go? They don't want to know
where to get Indonesian shrimp. They want to know
where to get Gulf shrimp. They want to know where
to get our food. That's what they're after. So
we're hoping we have everything set up for that
and we'll be able to move forward. So any
questions? But we're working on it very hard.

(No response.)

JOE SPRAGGINS:

All right. Tidelands applications are
being accepted and the deadline for applications
is July the 1lst. So for the cities and all,
anybody that's listening, please make sure you
understand that, and I think that, Patrick, we're
going to put out a press release on that.

PATRICK LEVINE:

Yes.
JOE SPRAGGINS:

All right. GOMESA is open. It's always
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open, but it's open again. We Jjust got our new
allocation yesterday, and I think it was -- was it
57 million -- 54 million -- 54 million that we got
for the state, for us to be able to spend in the
next year. That's the most we've ever got, and so
that's a pretty good lump. So we got 54 million
additional funds to be able to spend.

So those applications, if you've got an
application in already, that's fine. If it's in
the portal, that's great. If you need to update
it, then you need to get with Pat -- I mean, with
Russell and update it and then update that in the
portal. And they'll update the portal for you,
okay, but you don't have to have a total new
application. You just update what's in there.

But if you have new applications, let's
get them in so —-- because we're going to try to do
this a little earlier this year and see if we
can't get something to the Governor, you know,
fairly quick.

Any questions?

(No response.)

JOE SPRAGGINS:
The redfish tournament was fantastic.

They didn't get to fish the last day, but other
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than that, I mean, it was great. And all
indications, everybody just really had a good
time. They really loved South Mississippi. They
loved what was going on down here. We got a lot
of publicity for Mississippli seafood. It was
amazing the publicity that they put out. I don't
know if any of y'all were able to go to it, any
part of it, but it was a class act. It was a very
class act done, and I think that it will be back
again.

Now, they're not going to do it every
year here. That's not the way. It will rotate.

I think it's Texas next year. Is that what they
told us? Rick, any --
RONNIE DANIELS:

I think that's what he was talking
about.

JOE SPRAGGINS:

Yeah. I think it's in Texas this next
year. But they said that they're going to look at
at least every three years or four years coming
back to Mississippi, but they might even do it
every other year in Mississippili because they liked
it so much here. They may just do it every other

year and go to another state in between.
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That's pretty good. If you take the
five Gulf states -- well, it's not just the Gulf.
They go to the Atlantic too.

RONNIE DANIELS:

Uh-huh. They go to the East Coast as
well.

JOE SPRAGGINS:

So, you know, you're figuring quite a
bit there. They've got the Atlantic plus the Gulf
that they're working.

So to the ones that worked on that,
thank you. Y'all did a great job and we
appreciate it.

April 27th, Gulf States directors'
meeting in New Orleans, it was okay. It was
something I got to do. I hadn't met several of
them. We had all the -- it wasn't just Gulf
states. It was all the states of the United
States that border water, you know, the oceans or
any type. And so we had everybody from Alaska,
Hawaii, even had some from the Virgin Islands and
Puerto Rico and we had all the East Coast and
everybody. All the directors were there.

And we had a really good meeting. It

was a real good meeting and we had -- the head of
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NOAA Fisheries was there, and so we got to pick at
him a little bit and have some fun with him, but
he's a pretty good guy.

He walked out of there -- I tell you
what he walked out of there with and he did it the
last day. He walked out with a hat that said
"Make Seafood American Again," and then he had a
hat that said "Mississippi" on it, and he was
walking out of there with it on. So does that
tell you something? He was happy about that.

So those hats have really gone —-- you
know, Make Seafood American Again, he loved it.
And every one of them was begging where they could
get one, so that's a good thing.

So I think we got a good deal going in
Washington. And Genio is a good guy. He's a good
guy. Came out of Puerto Rico, but he's been in
the field for 35 years. So it's not like he's
just, you know, a novice at it, and he really
knows what -- and he understands the states. He
understands what's going on. So very good meeting
and 1t was well worth the time.

Gulf Con, you didn't -- you know, was
over May 4th and 1,200 people that they had in

that meeting. And I tell you, was very
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interesting and a lot of good -- a lot of good
briefings. We had quite a few people that came
from the department here and went and gave
briefings and different things and so it worked
out very good. And it was —-- we got the head of
NOAA and the deputy director of NOAA both was
here, and so we got to have both of them here and
they were —-- at the same time, but -- and we took
them to the NEER to be able to talk about it. And
I'm sure that Ayesha's going to say something
about that here in a little bit, so I won't steal
too much of her thunder.

But to have the director of NOAA and the
deputy director of NOAA at one of your departments
in the state is very unusual, and we didn't just
have them for five minutes. We had them for
several hours. And matter of fact, I thought we
was going to have to ask them to leave because
they were enjoying it so much. They was enjoying
that part of it. He was just tickled to death.

He was walking all over the place looking at
everything in the world.

You know, he's a meteorologist by trade,
got a PhD in it, but he has written two books on

wild orchids. And it just so happens that our
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Grand Bay NEER has an abundance of those wild
orchids. 1Isn't that amazing? And he could not
get away from it. He just wanted to be everywhere
they were at. He was all over that place looking
at everything. And did a great job.

And so, Ayesha, your team did a
fantastic job. Thank you for that.

And we got -- I just explained to him
that -- whenever he left, whenever he sees
anything that says the Grand Bay NEER or anything
that says Department of Marine Resources in
Mississippi, Just stamp it and go on about your
business and so -- you know, I said, just stamp it
and say, this is great. We're going forward. But
anyway, good deal.

And Laura, the young lady that's the
vice, she graduated -- she got her master's degree
from South Alabama, so —-- but she's from Arizona
originally, but amazing, you know.

And then that -- also in that Gulf Con,
T got to meet the director over finance as far as
the United States, and Laura -- and I can't
remember her last name now, but anyway, she was
there and I got to spend about two hours with her

on a tour that we did on Monday with -- down in --
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as far as Alabama, showing all the RESTORE stuff.
But she's over all the RESTORE and the GOMESA
projects, as far as funding, you know. She's over
all the stuff that anything has to do with it.

So heck, we hit a home run. Didn't even
know we was going to bat, so, you know, that was a
good time.

So any questions?

JONATHAN MCLENDON':

No.

JOE SPRAGGINS:

All right. That was Neil Jacobs. I
Jjust talked about him.

November (sic) 22nd through the 24th,
the D'Iberville Fishing Rodeo, so D'Iberville is
having a fishing rodeo this weekend, and it starts
on, I guess, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, isn't
it? So they're going to be here. We're
sponsoring it, so -- to help them out. But if you
get a chance, come through D'Iberville and see
what they're doing.

The water, I don't —-- you know, they
might want to stay in shallow water, you know, the
way the winds are going to be. Ten- to

fifteen-mile-an-hour winds, I'm not sure you want
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to get out too deep.

But there -- it ought to be a good
rodeo. I don't think it's going to rain out the
whole weekend. I think there will be some fishing
going on and some people having some fun, so if
you get a chance, stop by and look at it.

May 25th, DMR will be closed for
Memorial Day.

June the 1st, we've got the Gulf Council
in Tampa, and so Rick and I'll be headed -- and
Jason and I'll be headed down to Gulf Council.

And we're going to be -- it's a Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday deal, so that's going to be something
great and be able to figure out -- there's a few
amendments and things that we're going to pass.
We're going to talk about allocation.

We've got -- Monday night, the state
directors are all going to meet about the
allocation of the Gulf as far as snapper, so we'll
have a chance to be able to talk about that and
see 1f we can change the allocations a little bit.
Because I'm looking at it and the way we see it
and the situation right now, Florida is not
catching their allocation, and Alabama's close.

Texas 1s always close. You know, they're going to
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put what they get at, whatever it is.

And then Mississippi, we have to stop
because we don't want to go over, we have such a
small allocation, and then Louisiana is always
going over a little bit. So we're gonna try to
move things around and maybe put a few -- and if
we can get that done, it could raise as much as
60,000 pounds for us. And, you know, we could do
that, as much as 60,000 pounds added to us, so
that's going to be something that's going to work
out great.

And if you don't know it, we were
certified for MS Creel this last couple weeks, so
the -- and that was talked about at the meeting
that we had in New Orleans with all the state
directors. So we are certified as MS Creel, so it
is a certified program now, and the program is
moving forward.

And at the worst case, we'll be all
right for next year because MS Creel will come in
and we'll be able to raise our allocation, but
hopefully if we get the allocation numbers
changed -- Mississippi only has 3.55 percent. I'm
thinking we need somewhere between five and five

and a half percent. And if we get that, we're
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going to be okay. We're going to be okay whenever
it comes.

Even 1f, you know -- all this has got to
look at two things too. Whenever —-- we're also
doing another assessment and when the assessment
comes down as far as the snapper assessment, you
know, that's going to change some things too. But
there's no reason for us not to have 130- to
150,000 pounds, and that's what we need. That's
where we need to be in Mississippi, and there's no
reason for it not to happen. And I think it's
going to happen. It's taken a long battle, but
we're going to get there, folks, I hope.

All right. June the 1lst through the 7th
is the billfish tournament. We're also sponsoring
that, and that Wednesday night, we do a seafood
cook for the billfish participants that are in
there. And I tell you, that comes over very big
because when you get out -- there's 100 boats
involved in this thing and we get somebody from
all 100 boats and they're from all over the place.
They're not just from right here in Mississippi.
They're from all over the place, and these are
little cheap boats, them 8 and 10 and $15 million

boats, you know. These are little small boats,
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60— to 70-footers. About 70-footers 1s about as
small as you're going to get out there. Most of
them, you know, 60 or 70 or better.

But big fish, a lot of things. Our goal
this year is to bring the Gulf record back and get
it away from Alabama. They stole it from us a few
years ago. We need to get it back. We want to
bring it back in Mississippi and so catch the
biggest one and bring it back here. So
hopefully -- what is that, 1,094 pounds? I think
it's the number right now, so we've got to get
1,100 pounds. We're going to find us an
1,100-pound one out there somewhere.

All right. May 22nd, opening red
snapper. They'll talk about that, I'm sure, in a
little bit, but the order's already been put out.
I saw it where Trevor put it out yesterday, I
think, that we'll open the season. And it's going
to be to the 5th of July, and it will be two fish
per day. I wish I could go to three per day, but
we don't have enough allocation to do something
like that. But it will be two fish per day but
for that amount of time, and then we will
readdress that.

Looks 1like nature's not gonna be great
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to us the first few days of it, so it might extend
it a day or two, so we'll see what happens.

But Bonnet Carre' 'l19 and '20,
everything's still working. We're still doing the
same, you know, giving out the money. Right now,
we're basically in the Phase 2 of '20 of giving
out the money, and we're talking about giving
money to the shrimpers and oystermen and stuff.
And so that's where we're at right now. Most of
the others have already been done.

We're working on some programs, and
we're still working on —-- hopefully, we'll have
our license for where you can buy the license
online for your commercial license soon. That's
been signed off with a contract with the company,
and now we're just waiting to get everything put
together on that. So, hopefully, that will come
through pretty quick, and so now you will be able
to buy all your licenses online for seafood, you
know, for saltwater.

All right. Oyster season update. We
were open 136 days this year. We harvested a
total of 50,464 sacks. That's the most that's
been harvested since probably 2011. That tells

you something. And here we were devastated in
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2019 and look where we're at today.

And we were talking about it yesterday
with some other people, and I think that what
we're looking at, we're hoping that we'll have
allocations stay out there. Jason and them will
be looking at it on a regular basis for us and
doing sampling to see where we're at. But maybe
we can go to where we'll have allocations to be
able to harvest over 100,000 sacks this year if
they're available to be harvested. Hopefully,
we'll get there. I know that they're there now,
unless something -- you know, you can't never tell
what's going to happen nature-wise, but as long as
it doesn't have anything nature happened or we
don't do something manmade that tears up
something, then I think we'll be there.

And so we're getting close to half a
million oysters being out there, as far as market
oysters. We're getting real close, and that's
because that team out there is working hard every
day. And I tell you what, if you don't believe
it, go look at Alabama, go look at Texas and go
look at Florida and see where they're at. Look at
them and see where they're at.

And then Mississippli and Louisiana are
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the two that's moving forward, and they're both
using a similar model. They're both using a
similar model to do things of how to grow them
with the spat on shell and the other things that
we're doing.

And our goal is to hopefully -- we've
got —-- you know, I hate to keep babbling here,
but, you know, we got a million dollars that was
given to the Foundation for oyster restoration,
and that's the first time in history that's ever
been done. And so the Foundation -- but it has to
come to DMR to be able to use for oyster
restoration, so what we're going to do is Jason
and them are putting together a very good plan to
work with them and we're working with NOAA and
them about that, how to do it, and so we're going
to be able to hopefully put some more oyster
shells out and some more cultch out, some other
things out to be able to help enhance this.

My goal is to build some new reefs. I'd
love to build some new reefs down the way. And I
know that costs a lot of money, but we can do it
and we can get there. And the goal is to be able
to —-- you know, every time we put an oyster in the

water, we're not just filtrating the water and
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making it a little cleaner, but we're also feeding
the world out there as far as the estuary. So
everything that we can do, we're doing it, so I
appreciate the team.

Task force meeting, we'll have one on
the 13th. Once again, we've already talked about
that as far as the labeling, and we'll have
another one in June. I think it's June the 8th.

Next Commission meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, June the 16th at 9:00 a.m. here. That's
if we're not back in the building. We don't know
yet. You know, we're still day-to-day as to
whether or not we're going to get back as to part
of it, and what my goal is —-- they're hopefully
trying to open up the second floor by the —--
before the end of June, and so if they open up the
second floor, I just -- I think we would all be
Just as well to be jammed in the second floor as
we are jammed in that building where we're at now
and paying $17,000 a month rent. So we'll get rid
of the rent and we'll be able to turn around and
move into there. We'll just be jammed into the
second floor.

And then, hopefully, before the end of

the summer, the whole building will be back open.
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We're getting there.

All right. Let's see. Other than that,
let's go to derelict vessels. We have 248
derelict vessel cases that have been reported; 215
been removed; 33 are pending removal; and one
received court order; and they've got some more
that they're working with me on right now. So
that's pretty good. We're getting them out of
there, so I appreciate the team that does that.

All right. Any questions up to that
point?

If not, I'll go to actions update,
Sandy.

SANDY CHESNUT:

At the April 2026 meeting, the Commission
recommended and the Director approved a permit to
MDMR Coastal Resources to fill 277 acres of
unvegetated coastal wetlands for the restoration
and expansion of Round Island in Jackson County.

Director also approved a permit to the
City of Gulfport to f£ill 0.59 acres of unvegetated
coastal wetlands for the maintenance and extension
of an existing jetty and the installation of five
navigational markers in the Sound near Courthouse

Road in Harrison County.
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And Director approved the proposed
changes to Title 22, Part 3, Chapter 5, Rule 5.1 be
sent to the Secretary of State's office for final
approval.

And state saltwater finfish records: 1In
conventional tackle, the common snook for Matthew
Mitchell and then the yellowfin tuna for Josh Lord.

In the youth conventional tackle
category, there was an African pompano to George
Bamban. And that's it.

JOE SPRAGGINS:

Okay. Any questions?

If not, Mr. Chairman, that's my report.
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

Yes, sir. Thank you, General. Glad the
NEER was able to seal the deal for you.

Next up, we've got -- any of our
Commissioners have anything to report?

(No response.)

JONATHAN MCLENDON :

All right. I'm guessing that's you,

Corporal Gex.
BRYCE GEX:
So the citation report -- good morning,

everybody.
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So the citation report for the month of
April, pretty standard. I didn't see much that
needs a whole lot of discussion.

Total stops for the month was 1,574,

which puts us on track with the holiday weekend and

the month of June to surpass last year's numbers of

people that we touch every month —-- or annually.
And we had one boating accident out at
Cat Island, no injuries, and zero fatalities for
the month again.
Any questions?
JONATHAN MCLENDON :
No, sir. Thank you.
BRYCE GEX:
Pretty simple. Thank you.
JONATHAN MCLENDON :
All right. ©Next up, looks like Public
Affairs, Miss Charmaine.
CHARMAINE SCHMERMUND:
Good morning.
MATTHEW MAYFIELD:
Good morning.
CHARMAINE SCHMERMUND:
The Mississippil Department of Marine

Resources had 14 media mentions since the April
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MACMR meeting. News items included updates and
changes from the 2026 legislative session, NOAA
Fisheries certified the Ms Creel Fishing Surveys
for improved catch estimates and the announcement
of Mississippi's red snapper season.

Marine Patrol participated in Shuckers
Education Day on April 22nd and the We Work the
Waterways with the Port of Pascagoula on
April 28th.

The Lyman Hatchery participated in a
striped bass release with Moss Point High School's
aquaculture class on April 21st.

Thomas Butera in the Office of Coastal
Resources Management participated in Earth Day
with CTA at the Mississippili Aquarium on April
22nd, and CRM's Randy Wilson and Jake Pettigrew
participated in Arbor Day events at Camp Shelby on
April 23rd.

Office of Marine Fisheries, Kristina
Broussard, Megan Fleming, and Ellen Coffin
participated in the Mississippi Sound Estuary
Program Water Quality Working Group meeting on
April 29th in Biloxi.

Shellfish Bureau's Kat Glover and

Madison Parker each gave presentations at Gulf Con
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on May 5th in Mobile.

Shellfish Bureau Director Jason Ryder
gave a presentation at a USDA loss adjuster
meeting on May b5th.

And Fisheries' Jason Saucier, Megan
Fleming, and MaCayla Dixon participated in the
Gulf Coast Wooden and Classic Boat Show at the
Biloxi Schooner Pier this past weekend. Agency
materials were distributed and attendees learned
about the MDMR and the monofilament recycling
program. The Conservationist was also on display
at the show for attendees to view.

The NEER's Jennifer Cumbest and Brianna
Andrews participated in STEM Day at Lynn Meadows
Discovery Center on May 9th. Jennifer and Brianna
also participated in the On the Road Program at
Ocean Springs High School on May 14th.

The Mississippli Seafood Marketing
Program sponsored the Redfish World Championship
held in downtown Gulfport. Fisheries staff
assisted with the Redfish World Tournament by
receiving entered fish, tagging them, and
releasing them back into Mississippi waters.

And we hosted the 2026 Mississippi
Seafood Cookoff in Gulfport on May 7th in
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conjunction with the Gulfport Chamber of Commerce
Taste, Rattle and Roll at Jones Park. It was a
great night with five chefs from throughout the
state competing for the title, and we're excited
to announce that our new king of Mississippi
seafood is Dalton Ferguson. He's from Elvie's in
Jackson. He won this year's cookoff with his
dish, crawfish stuffed flounder with confit
fingerling potatoes, roasted garlic beurre blanc
and andouille lardons. He will go on to compete
among other US states and territories at the Great
American Seafood Cookoff in New Orleans this
August.
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

You guys are out and about. Thank you
so much.
CHARMAINE SCHMERMUND:

Thank you.
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

Next up, we have Trevor, Office of
Marine Fisheries. I don't see him.
JOE SPRAGGINS:

Jason's going to do it.
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

Jason.
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JASON SAUCIER:

Good morning, Director, Commissioners,
Sandy.

So just giving you the annual update for
the shrimp season and a look-back at last year's
landings.

So we'll start off with historical
landings. We saw in 2025 a little bit of an
uptick, not necessarily in landings but in value,
from '23 and '24 and that's more 1likely due to the
targeting by the fishermen of the larger white
shrimp, so they're getting a higher price per
pound for those.

Breaking it out by species there, we see
pretty much the same as what we saw in '21, '22,
and '24 as far as the landings. A little bit over
half there composed of white shrimp, but if we
look at the value, we see a significant increase
from the last three years. And, again, that's
probably because of the market size that they were
targeting, getting a little bit better money for
those shrimp.

Looking at our historical opening dates,
the average is the 7th of June now, but three of

the last five years, we've had a late May opening.
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So the trend is tending to be more early than it
used to be, other than last year.

We see a consistent trend, less and less
effort on opening day, particularly the last seven
years there. And that's -- again, we think the
effort's kind of shifting towards when the white
shrimp show up in the fishery and a lot of the
efforts focus more later in the summer and in the
fall.

And then license sales, again,
consistent decline. This is Jjust commercial
license sales, which makes up the majority of the
fishery.

Going into our sampling program, this is
what we do every year to determine the appropriate
date for the opening. We sample beginning and mid
April, standardized 1l6-foot trawl. We open on a
68-count, and that's required by statute. That's
legal size for shrimp. And our first sampling day
was on the 17th of April this year. Here are our
sampling stations. We've got 10 standard or fixed
stations that we sample every sampling event.

And then this is our latest sample.
There's just a couple of representative stations

from that latest sample just to show you what the
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size is and that we do have a pretty good wide --
pretty wide range in sizes when we do these
samples, and we're looking for an average of
those.

And then we haven't reported on this in
the past, but just wanted to show you what we're
seeing as far as size frequency. This would be
Week 1 for us. Like I said, we sampled on April
17th, was the first day, and we're going to
progress through and see what the next week was.
So we see that bell curve moving a little bit.

Again, the following week, following
week, and that's the most recent samples. The red
line there represents an approximate legal size
shrimp, 100 millimeters. So at this week, we're
seeing 24 percent of the brown shrimp being legal.
What we're looking for is 50 percent. When we get
50 percent over that, then we know we're at legal
size on average.

Looking at a little bit of the water
quality, environmental drivers really have a big
bearing on when the shrimp recruit to the fishery,
growth rates and when they ultimately move
offshore. We only have through the -- I think

actually yesterday for May, but just to show you
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that we're a little bit below average on water
temp.

And then more importantly, if we look at
precipitation in May, we're well below, even
though we had a substantial rain event or a series
of rain events a couple weeks ago. We're still
below average. That average being represented by
the black line.

And I just wanted to point out, see
where the red arrow is for last year. We did have
some feedback from the fishery last year that we
didn't see a whole lot of brown shrimp being
caught in the Sound in our waters, and this could
be one of the reasons that that occurred. So we
had a lot of rain hit us as those shrimp were
moving out into the Sound from the bays, and brown
shrimp are looking for saltier water. If it's not
salty enough in the Sound, they keep moving, and
so we saw that last year.

So far it looks good for us, and that's
why we're seeing a little bit higher abundance in
the samples. If we look at this year, the yellow,
we're a little bit below average in salinity.

This is in Biloxi, right at the mouth of the Bay.

We're well above average in April, and that's
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good. Again, higher salinity water is favorable
for brown shrimp in our waters.

And then just wanted to point out again
for last year, you see that April and May were
well below the average for salinity. And again,
that's tied with localized rainfall and that could
be the reason that we didn't see a whole lot of
brown shrimp being landed from our state waters.

And I'll take any questions.

JONATHAN MCLENDON :

No. Looks good to me.

Just wanted to kind of reiterate, I know
Louisiana opened May 13th. Kind of looks 1like,
generally speaking, that these guys are dealing
with 40, 50 percent year-over-year increases 1in
fuel, and the price is actually down about 10
percent. I think that's got a lot to do with the
current state of consumer spending out there.

So, General, appreciate all of the
advertising, and, you know, when you guys do spend
your money, spend it on our shrimp.

MATTHEW MAYFIELD:

Definitely.
JOE SPRAGGINS:

Do you have any idea of -- I know you
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said it, but is it first of June? What are we
looking at?
JASON SAUCIER:

It's probably going to be earlier than
June 7th, but we are sampling tomorrow and we'll
likely have a little bit better idea tomorrow.
We're not quite there yet size-wise, just based on
the latest samples you saw there. We only had 24
percent above the minimum legal size, so I do think
it's going to be early. I don't think it's going
to be June 7th, but I don't have an exact date.

And, usually, we open two to three weeks
behind Louisiana on average. You said they opened
on the 13th. They open on 100-count shrimp.

So the abundance is looking better, and I
know the earlier in the year we are going to see
the smaller count sizes, but we're going to get it
open as soon as we can, as soon as they hit legal
size so we can give them access, give them an
opportunity.

JOE SPRAGGINS:

I've been talking to some of the guys
that are catching bait and stuff and they said
that they are, you know, catching good size

shrimp, you know, in the areas and all, so that is
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good to be able to do that, and -- you know, which
to them, they feel like it's, you know, going
forward.

But I know somebody was telling me in
Louisiana the other day that when the rains hit --
you know, we had a lot of rain a couple -- last
week, I guess it was, and said i1t kind of stunted
it a little bit compared to the growth. Did that
happen with us too?

JASON SAUCIER:

It did. So we were seeing a little bit
faster growth rate than we typically do when that
rainfall came. What happens is some of the bigger
ones move offshore and a lot of little ones are
flushed out of the river. So it brings down the
average. Hopefully, we'll see a good bit of growth
when we look at tomorrow's samples and we'll be
able to have a better idea.

JOE SPRAGGINS:

Are we looking for a pretty good season
this year?
JASON SAUCIER:

So far it does look good, yeah. The
abundance is a lot higher than what we've seen in

the last few years in the samples.
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JOE SPRAGGINS:

Yeah. Hopefully -- one of the things
that we're gonna do, too, Commissioners, 1s push
hard for people to buy it and put it on the market
out here, you know. Push hard for them to put it
in the Mississippi restaurants, in the Mississippi
seafood places, in the grocery stores. You know,
to put Mississippi and put Gulf fresh in there.

I mean, obviously, every shrimp is not
caught in Mississippi, but, you know, the point
I'm getting at is, at least put it out there and
our goal is to get them to do that. And then in
that case, obviously, it's going to hopefully --
that Jonathan, y'all will be able to pay a little
bit more because that's what it's going to take
for our fishermen to be able to do it.

Ladies and gentlemen, go out there and
look right now and see how many 19-, 20-year-olds
are standing on that boat ready to go fishing.
They're not there. They can make a lot more money
sitting behind a desk and going to college and
doing other things.

If we don't do something to help the
fishermen, if we don't do something to bring this

industry back and help it, then, you know, we're
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not going to have shrimp here and we're going to
be living off of Asian shrimp and Venezuelan
shrimp and whatever shrimp for the rest of our
life and eating that trash and not eating that
good stuff, so we've got to put our efforts out
here. We've got to put our efforts out here.

Jason, thank you all for what you're
doing. I know you can't make them grow any faster
than they want to grow. All right?

JASON SAUCIER:

Right.
JOE SPRAGGINS:

I know that, but, you know, we
appreciate it. Jonathan and for y'all, we
appreciate y'all trying to help our shrimpers and
our —-- any of our seafood people being able to
keep the price up as much as possible to help them
be able to do it. You know, it was down to hardly
nothing two years ago.

JONATHAN MCLENDON':

Yes.
JASON SAUCIER:

And then last year, it got to a decent
price and they were able to do it. Well, fuel's

going up, but, hopefully, our President's going to

Simpson Burdine & Migues 228.388.3130




O© o 3 o o s~ w NN

S S S N N S T e e e e e e
U s W NP O W o J oy U W N O

43

bring that back to us here shortly. So maybe
we'll get our fuel back down and when we do that,
then everything will be good.

JONATHAN MCLENDON :

Yeah. We're seeing good shrimp on the
east side of the river so far, so, hopefully, when
Mississippli gets open, we'll see the same.

JASON SAUCIER:

Hopefully so.
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

Thank you, Jason.
JASON SAUCIER:

Thank you.
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

All right. Next up, Ms. Ayesha Gray,
Grand Bay NEER.

AYESHA GRAY:

Good morning.
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

Good morning.
AYESHA GRAY:

I just have one slide to show you about
our visit. So Dr. Neil Jacobs and Laura Grimm
came out to the Grand Bay NEER on May 5th. He is

the Under Secretary for Commerce, Oceans and
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Atmosphere, and she's his deputy. And so it was
the -- you know, the one and two from NOAA come
out to see the Grand Bay NEER, so it was pretty
exciting.

We took him on a short boat ride to look
at the marshes, talk about some of our
larger-scale restoration projects that are in the
works. And then we saved the orchids for last,
for the grand finale, so those are a couple of
pictures of the orchids that he was very impressed
with. Spiranthes, praecox, and calopogon
tuberosus, and both were out in force in the
savanna.

And so he had a great time, I think.
Really enjoyed meeting everyone, enjoyed the staff
and hearing about what we were working on. Stayed
a little longer than scheduled and insisted on the
group picture at the end, so it was a real nice
visit.

JOE SPRAGGINS:

His -- one of his statements, too, was,

this is money well spent.
AYESHA GRAY:

He did say that, yes, he did.

JOE SPRAGGINS:
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That means something. When you see that
and when you get that from the head of NOAA, then
you know you're getting someone in Washington
talking for you. So he said this was money well
spent because he could see what was going on out
there.

You know, I tell people all the time it's
probably the worst kept secret in the State of
Mississippi because we don't need it to be a
secret. And so for some reason or another, people
Just don't know about the NEER and they just don't
know about what we do there and they don't know
about what's available for their kids to come look
at and for people to be able to see.

And he was just ecstatic about the birds,
too, and all the birds that are out there, you
know, and, obviously, the nests everywhere you
turned around.

AYESHA GRAY:

Right.
JOE SPRAGGINS:

And, you know -- and he was just, you
know, looking at every little thing and he was
like, man, this is amazing.

So I think if we ever go ask to buy more
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land for the NEER, he'll -- if he's there, he'll
go ahead and stamp it because he likes it.
AYESHA GRAY:

Yeah.
JOE SPRAGGINS:

But being able to save that forest and
save that savanna forest, and then you took him
out on the boat. And alligators didn't come out
and show him anything, but, you know, they were
playing -- I guess they wasn't happy that day and
they didn't want to come out and do a show for
him.

But anyway, other than that, it was
fantastic.

AYESHA GRAY:

Yeah, it was really a great visit. I
mean, one of the things he said on the boat while
we were out was he was asking about return on
investment. And I said, look, you don't have to
talk to anybody in this community about return on
investment because the people know the value of
this place and the value of this conservation land
for fisheries, for storm surge protection, for
activities for their kids, for wildlife.

And I said, and really, how do you
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measure the return on investment for what doesn't
happen? When we have a storm and Chevron doesn't
get impacted or the coastline doesn't get impacted
because we are —-- protected these marshlands, I
was like, how do you measure that? And he said,
exactly.

So he seems to get it and he seems to be
an advocate for NOAA and for what we're doing
there. And so it was a great, great visit.

JOE SPRAGGINS:

And I think he'll also talk to
Transportation for us because the issue that -- the
railroad and being able —-- like where it's blocking
the water from being able to flow naturally and
some things that are happening there, Highway 90
and the railroad both are issues that's happened
long before any of us were involved in any of this,
but that happened there, and -- but it's an issue
to where we need to figure it out.

Not necessarily tear the railroad up, not
necessarily tear Highway 90 up, but how do we make
it to where the water can get through there and be
able to go naturally down to where it needs to go
into the bayou there and all, so -- and I think
he's -- he caught on to that real quick.
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AYESHA GRAY:

Yeah.
JOE SPRAGGINS:

And so, hopefully, he'll be a big
advocate for us to stand there saying, hey, yeah,
yeah, yeah, yeah.

AYESHA GRAY:

Yep. All right. Thank you.

Any questions?

JOE SPRAGGINS:
Good job.

JONATHAN MCLENDON':

Thank you so much. Great job.
AYESHA GRAY:

You're welcome.

JONATHAN MCLENDON':

Do we have any other business?
JOE SPRAGGINS:

Only one other thing is I got a call
yesterday and I was talking to y'all earlier, but
it looks 1like that -- if the bill makes it to the
floor somewhere around June the 3rd that I will go
testify to Congress and —-- because what they want
is basically, right now, Florida and Texas have

state waters to nine miles, and that's been that
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way since the day that they were incorporated in

the country as far as a state. But Mississippi,

Alabama, and Louisiana is three miles, except for
reef fish.

Well, the new law is to change
everything to nine miles, so for Mississippi,
Louisiana, and Alabama to go nine miles will be a
huge thing for us to be able to get -- this is a
fight I've been fighting since I took over as the
director, and I've been fighting that for -- what
has that been? Eight years now? Nine years
almost and -- it's been nine years. But the point
is, I've been fighting to get this, and this is
something that we deserve -- every state deserves
to be treated the same.

And this will help, 1like, especially
with our charter boats because our charter boats
are limited right now to three miles, except for,
you know, certain times, certain fish. But now
charter boats can go out to nine miles just like
you can in Florida and Texas, and this is going to
be great for our business down here and it's going
to make our state borders a little bit better so
we can do what we need to do.

So, hopefully, that will come up. If
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you see Congressman Ezell, thank him. He has been
the chair to this. He's been the man that pushed
this hard, hard, hard to get it done, so if you
get a chance, thank him when you see him.
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

All right. Any public comments?
JOE SPRAGGINS:

I don't have any.
JONATHAN MCLENDON :

Okay. Well, thank you to the City of
D'Iberville for hosting this again. Appreciate all
the hospitality.

Do we have a motion to adjourn?

JASON OSBORNE :
Motion.

MATTHEW MAYFIELD:
Second.

JONATHAN MCLENDON :

All in favor?

(Unanimous vote.)
JOE SPRAGGINS:

Let the record show you did it in less
than an hour your first time.

(Adjourned at 9:55 a.m.)
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I, MELISSA BURDINE-RODOLFICH, Court Reporter
and Notary Public, in and for the County of
Harrison, State of Mississippi, hereby certify that
the foregoing pages, and including this page,
contain a true and correct copy of my stenotype
notes and/or electronic tape recording of the
public hearing(s), as taken by me at the time and
place heretofore stated, to the best of my skill
and ability.

I further certify that I am not in the employ
of, or related to, any counsel or party in this
matter, and have no interest, monetary or
otherwise, in the final outcome of the proceedings.

Witness my gignature and seal, this the

\'\l\' N \ 5

D, # & Melissa Burdine-Rodolfich
R T My Commission Expires 4/03/28
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